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Following initial slow bookings, the bat event, held under the auspices of the Bat Interest Group (BIG) in the 
Modderfontein Reserve turned out to be a great success. 
      No less than 76 enthusiastic people attended, one third of whom were children of all ages (three years and 

up).  All were well behaved - and quite a few seemed to be 
home schooled.   
       The magazine was a clean and pleasant environment 
(apart from a rather whiffy septic tank).     The small 
generator provided by GNorBIG (Gauteng Northern regions 
Bat Interest Group) was unobtrusive, and facilitated the 
projection of slides and recordings without a hitch. 
      A talk in the Magazine dispelled the many old-wives’ 
tales, fears and 
superstitions many people 
harbour regarding these 

hard working and useful little creatures.  Afterwards, members of BIG took 
two groups for a walk to the Fish Eagle Dam hide and a disused magazine 
where the sharp eyes of the kids drew attention to a couple of owls flying 
around in the late dusk.  Dikkops, roosting herons, a raptor, lesser swamp 

warblers, black crake and a 
couple of unidentified sleepy late 
evening calls were heard before 
the frogs started their musical 
night time courting.  Just a few 
bats were spotted and none was 
captured.  However BIG had 
thoughtfully brought along a 
couple of specimens to show off after the walk. 
      These had been captured the 
previous (Friday) night, were also well behaved 
(Cape serotine and Yellow-bellied house bats) 
and were perfect photographic models - no doubt to be 
incorporated in sundry 'projects'.      
       Special thanks to Robbie, Ellen and Tricia for effective 
advertising, fielding of bookings and enquiries, and sorting out 
the finance and registration.  Also to EWT for arranging the 
cleaning of the premises following the wind-deposited layers of 
dust.    
      Lastly to Erna, Julio, Annatjie, Sharron and Leon from 
GNorBIG for an interesting, stimulating and enjoyable evening.  

Bats on show.                    Photo: Pat van Nierop 

by Pat van Nierop 

 
 

The Modderfontein 

Conservation 

Society Committee 

wishes all members 

a wonderful, 

blessed Christmas 

and a safe and 

healthy 2018 

 

Trish Llewellyn welcomes the 
guests.     Photo: Robbie Vermont 



Waiting for the flames to abate are: Sally Hogan, Janet 
Brodrick, Trish Llewellyn, Peter Olive, Keith and Wendy 
Martin and Ellen van Dongen. 

 
 
 
 

Your committee, along with Boaz and Shumani from EWT, recently put together a work party which involved a full 
day’s work for most and resulted in a lot of sweaty bodies, tired and aching muscles and a great deal of general 
satisfaction for a job well done. 
      Various members of the group tackled different aspects of maintenance and development in the Reserve. 
These included (to name but a few) boardwalk repairs, replacement of trail markers that had been damaged or 
stolen, removal of prickly pears and other aliens, erection and/or removal of some signage and planning and 
implementing some walking trail modifications. 
      A cool beer tasted really good at the end of the day. 
 

 
              

 

       END OF YEAR WALK 

    & BRAAI GRACED WITH 

     (ALMOST) FULL MOON 

         AFTER MASSIVE 

                STORM 

 

 

 

 

PARTY WORKS UP A SWEAT 

Standing: Shumani Makwarela (EWT) with committee members John Cruickshank, Keith Martin and Robbie Vermont and 
seated: Carol Sherwood, Ellen van Dongen, Sally Hogan and Janet Brodrick.  Trish Llewellyn and Jenny Gough were still 
out in the Reserve, working hard.             Photo: Boaz Tsebe (also a worker) 

Despite a rain/hailstorm of Biblical proportions, the 
end of year walk and braai happened.  The walkers 
were caught by the storm and returned completely 
soaked.  Most headed home to dry out and warm 
up. Those who arrived a little later waited out the 
storm and relocated to the Magazine lapa where 
the party that was taking place there had been 
abandoned.  A fire was coaxed into life and, due to 
a windless evening, the braai turned into a success 
for those few members who braved it out.   
      Shumani Makwarela took the photographs. 

 

Survivors of the storm: Jenny & Norman Doak 

dined by candle light. 
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Scouts from the 3rd Kensington Sea Scouts enjoyed an interesting morning at the Dynamite Company Museum 
and Franz Hoenig Haus on Monday 25 September being the Heritage Day long weekend.  An open day at the 
museum had been organized by the Modderfontein Conservation Society, who also hosted some walks around 
the Historic Village. 

     The Scouts made use of the opportunity that this open day 
provided to visit these excellent yet little known facilities which 
showcase a key element of the history of Johannesburg, being 
the contribution that explosives made to the development of the 
gold mining industry.  
     Of particular interest to the Scouts was the Baden-Powell 
room in Franz Hoenig Haus. Robert Baden-Powell, hero of the 
siege of Mafeking (now Mahikeng) and famously known as the 
founder of the Scouting movement, had an office at Höenig 
Haus in 1900, which was only months after the siege had lifted. 
     After an informative walk through the Museum where Karl 
Köhler gave the Scouts some very interesting insight into the 
history of what was on display, the youngsters also had an 

opportunity to view the exhibits in the museum grounds where 
machinery used in the production of explosives, detonator 
cartridges and chemicals is displayed along with an example 
of a large rock skilfully blasted into a rectangular slab. 

     Robbie Vermont, from the Modderfontein Conservation Society, who was also a 3rd Kensington Scout many 
years ago, gave the Scouts a talk on the history of the factory and Baden-Powell’s involvement in Modderfontein.  
Afterwards, the Scouts visited the house and were very excited to see the room which had been the office of the 
founder of the Scouting movement. 
     The Scouts also took a walk to the site where Baden-Powell had a fort built on the koppie behind Hoenig 
Haus. Although there is nothing 
left of the fort, the site is 
significant and it is easy to see 
why the elevated position was 
chosen to build it there. The 
only remaining relic from the 
fort is a metal rifle port lining 
which is on display in the 
museum. 
     The morning was a very 
good learning experience for 
the Scouts, many of whom 
never knew about the link 
between Baden-Powell and 
Modderfontein. This has given 
them an appreciation for the 
very relevant history that we 
have preserved right here in 
our community. 

 

 

 
September saw a huge Gauteng Scout Camp in the Modderfontein Reserve which drew over 356 scouts and adult leaders. 
     There were 278 scouts and 78 adult leaders involved in the hiking exercise which covered the entire Reserve with 
multiple check points all requiring skills to be applied. 
     These activities ranged from constructing items to competing in fun programmes and challenges of intelligence and 
skills. 
     The formal exercise was a controlled patrol activity with each patrol numbering up to eight scouts hiking to about 30 
activity bases.         (Continued on page 4) 

MODDER’S SCOUTING LINK 

HIGHLIGHTED IN HERITAGE MONTH 
by Dennis Goodchild with photographs 

by Marcel Zimmerman 
 

HERITAGE DAY AT MODDERFONTEIN 

 

Many Modderfontein residents and interested folks from 
nearby communities visited The Dynamite Company 

Museum and Franz Höenig Haus on Monday 25 September 
when the two attractions were opened for Heritage Day 

visitors.  Lodwick Mahasha, Curator of the Museum 
welcomed guests to his domain while Isaac Zimba did 

likewise at Franz Höenig Haus.  
 

In addition, more than 50 people took part in two historical 
walks around the Heritage Precinct led by Peter Ewen and 

Robbie Vermont. 

 

Scouts on the steps at Franz Höenig Haus with Hon 
Life Member Norman Doak and Robbie Vermont 

276 SCOUTS INVADE MODDERFONTEIN RESERVE 
by Norman Doak 
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SEPTEMBER SCOUT INVASION  (Continued from page 3) 

 
Each patrol pitched their own camp and catered for themselves.  Patrols were under the leadership of a Patrol Leader of 
about 16 or 17 years old which included girls as well as boys. 
     They brought in their own porta loos for the scouts with only the adults having access to the normal facilities.   
     The programme began at 7 am on the Saturday and ended at 3 pm on the Sunday with a final parade of participants and 
prize-giving to the winning teams. 
     I was impressed at the cleanliness and total lack of litter left behind by this large number of youngsters ranging in age 
from 12 to 17 years.  Their financial donation was split between the Modderfontein Reserve entry fees, EWT and 
Modderfontein Conservation Society.  It was welcomed by all these organisations. 
     In addition, there were two small groups booked for two weekends in October using the Scout Shed.  A steady interest 
in the Reserve is expected following the ‘discovery’ of the facilities over the week-end of the Gauteng Camp. 

 
 

YOUR COMMITTEE 

 

Name Portfolio 
Home 
phone 

Cell phone E-mail 

Ellen van 
Dongen 

Chairman 
Education 

011-462-
3067 

082-813-9611 ellen@vandokem.co.za 

Sally Hogan 
Vice Chairman 
EWT Liaison & 
Education 

011-608-
3089 

082-291-8084 shogan@global.co.za 

Janet Brodrick 
Minutes & 
Tuesday walks 

011-616-
2872 

072-679-6461 janet7@vodamail.co.za 

Peter Ewen 
Reserve 
Development 

011-608-
4043 

076-377-3263 petemar@gam.co.za 

Daryl Fuchs Technology  083 395 0778 cyclotron@freestateprojects.org 

Jenny Gough Speaker Liaison 
011-452-
2201 

082-685-0959 jagough@mailone.co.za 

Patricia 
Llewellyn 

Treasury 
011-882-
4114  

082-497-9241 llewelluntricia@gmail.com 

Keith Martin Heritage 
011-608-
2864 

082-450-4003 keith2864@gmail.com 

Peter Olive 
Education & 
Special Projects 

011-609-
4708 

083-461-6221 polive@mweb.co.za 

Carol 
Sherwood 

Special Projects 
& Treasury 

011-524-
0296 

082-906-5794 csherwood@telkomsa.net 

Pat van 
Nierop 

Birding & 
CAER 
Committee 

011-882-
4392 

083-326-6838 pat.nierop@mweb.co.za 

Robbie  
Vermont 

Membership & 
Publicity 

011-608-
2693 

082-800-3704 robbiev@netactive.co.za 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TELL US ABOUT IT 
If you’ve changed your phone number, 
address or status please remember to 

tell Membership Secretary Robbie 
Vermont about it.  We’d like to stay in 

touch but cannot unless we know where 
you are.  Also, if your membership 

status changes, please let us know. 

Photocopying of hard copies 
with thanks to the 

ENDANGERED 
WILDLIFE TRUST 

 
Visit: www.ewt.org.za 
or phone 011 372 3600 

 

“CONSERVATION 
 IN ACTION” 

 

Disclaimer: The 
opinions expressed 

in this newsletter are 
not necessarily 

those of the Editor 
or the Modderfontein 

Conservation 
Society. 
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SKILLS SURVEY 
Your Chairman and committee thank all those who completed the skills survey form circulated a few months 
ago.  They also thank you for indicating your willingness to help out with some of the projects in progress and 
with others that may surface in the near future.  As and when opportunities to use your skills arise, you’ll hear 

from us. 

 

 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE (web page: www.modderconserve.org) 

 
Notes: 

• Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday walks leave from Fish Eagle Dam in the Reserve promptly at the 
advertised times. 

• Bird Walks are usually held on the first Friday or Saturday of every month. 
 For times and info: Pat Ayling on 082 465 3683 or Pat van Nierop on 083 326 6838. 

• Heritage Day walks – bookings essential.  Call Robbie (082 800 3704) or Keith (082 450 4003).  Cost 
R50.00 per person 

• FOR ALL WALKS: BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND 

• Evening meetings take place behind the Church on the Way in the old Modderfontein Town Hall at 
1 Casino Road. 

• Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R30 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks.  
Conservation fee to enter Reserve – R30/adult and R15/child or pensioner.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hard copy by courtesy of the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT). 
“CONSERVATION IN ACTION”  Phone: 011 372 3600  Visit www.ewt.org.za 

 

MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Programme of events: 2018 (Provisional) 

January 

Sunday 14   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday 18  19:30 DVD talk on Kirstenbosch  and other unusual gardens of South 
Africa as presented by  Monty Don in  BBC’s “ Around the World in Eighty Gardens” 

Sunday    28   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461 

Contact a committee member 

February 

Sunday  11  08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday  15  19:30   Emily Adair talk on “Greening Your Home”  

Sunday     25   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461 

Contact: Carol Sherwood (h) 011 524 0296  (c) 082 906 5794 

March 

Sunday  11    08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday  15   19:30 AGM and talk: “LepSoc Africa’s Wonderful World of Butterflies” 

Sunday     25   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461 

Contact: Janet Brodrick (h)011 616-2872 (c) 072 679 6461 

April 

Sunday   08   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   19  19:30 Karin Spottiswoode talk: “Hands-on Environmental Education 
at Kloofendal Nature Reserve – the Need to Reduce Human Impact” 

Sunday      29   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all  08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461 

Contact: Peter Olive (h)  011 608 2799 (c) 083 461 6221 

http://www.ewt.org.za/

