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Keith Martin, who heads up your Society’s Heritage
Group, unveiled the first two heritage plaques to be
erected in Modderfontein on 5 April in conjunction
with the Thornhill Homeowners Association and
under the auspices of Jo’burg Heritage. The plaques
are positioned at significant sites within Thornhill
Estate
One site commemorates the first granite rocks to
be quarried at Modderfontein. These are located on
a specially built platform at 8 Brussels Ave.
The second plaque marks a water point which
originally supplied water from the Klondyke Spring to
the residents in the villages close to the factory.
Thornhill resident Allan Bartram moved the water
point to Central Park to save it from being destroyed
when it stood in the way of Gautrain rail construction.
The motivation to embark on a programme of
erecting blue heritage plaques in Modderfontein was
initiated by Keith and the Heritage Group. The
Thornhill Estate Homeowners Association (THOA)
were very encouraging and gave their support to the
project.
Keith Martin gives the thumbs up to Modderfontein
Heritage.
Photo: Robbie Vermont

(Continued on page 2)

MEMORIAL PLAQUES MOUNTED AT MAGAZINE
The memorial plaques
remembering late
Members of the MCS
who made significant
contributions to the
Society were mounted on
the wall of the drive-through
area of the Old Magazine
earlier this month by Keith
Williams and Peter Olive.
Here, Keith looks justifiably
proud of their handiwork.
Photo: Peter Olive

NOTES FROM THE AGM
Everyone who missed the AGM really missed out on a highly informative, creative and entertaining
evening presented by members of the Edenvale Photographic Club.
They also failed to hear the Chairman’s report which covered a wide range of the Society’s
activities and highlighted just how much was achieved in the previous year.
Ellen pointed out that due to the Modderfontein Reserve being opened to the public, membership
of the Society has fallen over the past few years. Also, your subscriptions have not risen since 2011!
These two factors will mean that we have to look at an increase next year. Any comments?
Other topics included:
• The role MCS plays in providing input to the development of the Modderfontein Reserve and
ensuring a balance in its use between ‘nature activities’ (hiking, nature walks, birding and
environmental education) and cycling and running. Due to the impact of activities in the
Reserve over weekends it is now closed on Mondays for clean-up and maintenance.
• Talks which covered a wide range of topics were hosted and the Tuesday, Birding and
Heritage walks remained popular. Several external groups visited the Reserve and requested
heritage walks.
• Our 25th birthday, with some specially invited guests, was a highlight of the end of year braai.
• Appreciation was recorded to our various sponsors for their on-going support: AEL, GMPUA,
EWT, editors of local newspapers and the Greenstone Guide, Church on the Way and
Acacia.
• Special thanks to all the Committee members for their support, commitment and hard work. In
addition, non-committee members who gave willingly of their time were also thanked
especially John Cruickshank and Keith Williams.
HERITAGE PLAQUES UNVEILED
(Continued from page 1)
“We hope that this is just the start of an on-going
effort to highlight Modderfontein heritage and that
further plaques will be added to significant buildings
in time,” says Keith. “We also hope to attract more
interest in the history of the area by creating
awareness through the blue plaques.”
Modderfontein has been allowed by
Johannesburg Heritage to headline the plaques
with the words ‘Modderfontein Heritage’ as there
are sufficient sites in the village to warrant it.
The “Statue of Energy” logo has also been
incorporated in the plaque as this is synonymous
with Modderfontein. The horse and rider were
originally used on dynamite cartridges made here
and were later used by the Sports Clubs and other
Members of the Heritage Group who attended the
Modder activities. Peter Ewen pointed out that the
unveiling are: (standing) Keith Martin, Jenny Doak,
logo faced to the right for commercial use and to
Sally Hogan and Peter Ewen; (sitting) Anne Ireland,
the left for other applications.
Tricia Llewellyn, Karl Kohler and Robbie Vermont.
Photo: Vicky Keenan
Thornhill Estate Chairman Stephen Burrow
made a short speech after the unveiling
emphasizing the need to “cherish and respect” Modderfontein’s roots though recognising and
protecting its heritage. He thanked the MCS for all it is doing to help achieve this. He also thanked
several people who had been involved in this initiative: “Individuals like Karl Kohler, have assisted in
identifying the most appropriate points of heritage worth preserving while others, like Dennis
Goodchild, have taken the time to assist us with the means to mark these locations clearly. Without
individuals from our communities we would not be able to manage or maintain things like this so it
falls on me to recognise and thank Gerrit Calldo for building the platform for the rocks, Martin and
Janice Volker for looking after them while we got our act together and, again Dennis, for securing the
plaques. Recording this event for prosperity, via pictures, is Vicky Keenan and thanks to Eileen
Powell for the catering and especially Sally Hogan for organising the entire event.”

2

(See photo feature on next page)

Some of those present at the unveilings were
(above) Tricia Llewellyn, Peter Olive, Ellen van
Dongen, Colette Davis and Peter Ewen. Keith
Martin (right) performed the unveiling.

Others were (standing) Dennis Goodchild, Ashlea Karle,
Steve Burrow (Thornhill Estate Chairman), Anne Ireland,
Janita Janssen and Allan Bartram and (seated) Ann
Raats, Jenny Doak and Wendy Martin. The
photographers (upper right) are Stephan Lehman of the
Bedfordview & Edenvale News and our own Vicky
Keenan while the pair at right were uninvited observers
in Thornhill Estate’s Central Park.
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Not a single member of your Society volunteered to help on the
committee at the AGM. Is this because some of our members do not have
the time or the energy or the inclination to tackle the tasks that need to be
done for the MCS to contribute positively to change at Modderfontein?
Well, maybe you don’t have to serve formally on the committee to make a
difference. We have decided to compile a list of members who have different skills that may
be used on an ad hoc basis when needed by the Society. These skills may be as varied as
accounting and metalworking to carpentry or teaching. Anyone with expertise of any kind is
invited to contact a committee member and add your name to the list if you are prepared to
help out on special projects from time to time. Right now, we need someone who can
instruct committee members on the use and maintenance of a cloud facility. Please
contact any committee member to sign up.

YOUR COMMITTEE
Name
Ellen van
Dongen
Sally Hogan
Janet Brodrick
Peter Ewen
Daryl Fuchs

Chairman
Education
Vice Chairman
EWT Liaison &
Education
Minutes &
Tuesday walks
Reserve
Development
Technology

Jenny Gough

Speaker Liaison

Patricia
Llewellyn

Treasury

Keith Martin

Heritage

Peter Olive
Carol
Sherwood
Pat van
Nierop
Robbie
Vermont

Home
phone

Cell phone

011-4623067

082-813-9611

ellen@vandokem.co.za

011-6083089

082-291-8084

shogan@global.co.za

072-679-6461

janet7@vodamail.co.za

076-377-3263

petemar@gam.co.za

083 395 0778

cyclotron@freestateprojects.org

082-685-0959

jagough@mailone.co.za

082-497-9241

tricial@mweb.co.za

082-450-4003

keith2864@gmail.com

083-461-6221

polive@mweb.co.za

082-906-5794

csherwood@telkomsa.net

011-8824392

083-326-6838

pat.nierop@mweb.co.za

011-6082693

082-800-3704

robbiev@netactive.co.za

Portfolio

Education &
Special Projects
Special Projects
& Treasury
Birding &
CAER
Committee
Membership &
Publicity

011-6162872
011-6084043
011-4522201
011-8824114
011-6082864
011-6094708
011-5240296

TELL US ABOUT IT
If you’ve changed your phone number,
address or status please remember to
tell Membership Secretary Robbie
Vermont about it. We’d like to stay in
touch but cannot unless we know where
you are. Also, if your membership
status changes, please let us know.

E-mail

Photocopying of hard
copies with thanks to the

ENDANGERED
WILDLIFE TRUST
Visit: www.ewt.org.za
or phone 011 372 3600

“CONSERVATION
IN ACTION”
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Disclaimer: The
opinions expressed
in this newsletter are
not necessarily
those of the Editor
or the Modderfontein
Conservation
Society.

MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY
Programme of events: 2017
(Version: 2017.04)
Saturday 08 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
Thursday 20 19:30 Peter Grube talk on: ‘Aha’ (after hours animals) moments, with gerbils
April

Sunday

30 08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Tuesdays: all 08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
Contact: Peter Olive (h) 011 608 2799 (c) 083 461 6221

May

Saturday 13 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
Thursday 18 19:30 Constant Hoogstad talk on the EWT’s Wildlife and Energy
Programme – a must!
Sunday
28 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
Tuesdays: all 08:30 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
Contact: Jenny Gough (h) 011 452 2201 (c) 082 685 0959

June

Saturday

10

Thursday

15 19:30 Talk: Astrophotography and The Effects of Light Pollution.

Sunday

25

Tuesdays: all

08:30 Walk in the Reserve
08:30 Walk in the Reserve
08:30 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461

Contact: Ellen van Dongen (h) 011 462 3067 (c) 082 813 9611
Saturday

08

08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Thursday 20 19:30 Pam Vermont Memorial Quiz with hot chocolate & pancakes
July

Sunday

30 08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Tuesdays: all 08:30 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
Contact: Robbie Vermont (h) 011 608 2693 (c) 082 800 3704

Saturday 12 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
Thursday 17 19:30 Boaz Tsebe : “Update on Modderfontein Reserve”
August

Sunday

27 08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Tuesdays: all 08:30 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
Contact: Daryl Fuchs (c) 083 395 0778
Saturday 09

08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Thursday 21 19:30 Heritage talk by Kathy Munro (to be confirmed)
September

Sunday

24

Monday

25 08:00 & 10:30 Heritage Walk – Robbie on 082 800 3704 to book

Tuesdays: all

08:30 Walk in the Reserve
08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461

Contact: Keith Martin (h) 011 608 2864 (c) 082 450 4003

October

Saturday

14

08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Thursday

19 19:30 Talk: Talk to be advised

Sunday

29 08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Tuesdays: all 08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
Contact: Patricia Llewellyn (h) 011 882 4114 (c) 082 497 9241

Saturday

11 08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Thursday 16 19:30 Talk : Talk to be advised
November

Sunday

26 08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Tuesdays: all 08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick on 072 679 6461

December

Contact: Sally Hogan (h) 011 608 3089 (c) 082 291 8084
Friday
01 16:00 End of year walk and braai. The walk will start at 16:00
and the braais lit at 18:00 at the Old Magazine. Come when you can and bring
your own food, drinks, cutlery, crockery and something to sit on.
Tuesdays: all 08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
Contact: Any committee member
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Notes:
•
Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday walks leave from Fish Eagle Dam in the Reserve promptly at the
advertised times.
•

Bird Walks are usually held on the first Friday or Saturday of every month.
For times and info: Pat Ayling on 082 465 3683 or Pat van Nierop on 083 326 6838.

•

Heritage Day walks – bookings essential. Call Robbie (082 800 3704) or Keith (082 450 4003). Cost
R30.00 per person

•

FOR ALL WALKS: BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND

•

Evening meetings take place behind the Church on the Way in the old Modderfontein Town Hall at 1
Casino Road.

•

Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R30 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks.
Conservation fee to enter Reserve – R30/adult and R15/child or pensioner. Visit www.modderconserve.org

Juvenile Fish Eagle
spotted in Reserve

HAPPY COMMITTEE
MEMBERS MEET AT
HERITAGE HAVEN

Photo: Robbie Vermont

Gathered to work on a formal development plan for the
MCS are (standing) Tricia Llewellyn, Carol Sherwood, Ellen
van Dongen, Janet Brodrick and Jenny Gough and
(seated) Peter Ewen, Peter Olive and Sally Hoogan
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Spotter and photographer: Vicky Keenan

