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The MCS 25th anniversary end-of-year braai 
attracted over 70 members, family and friends.  
The event was blessed with the most beautiful 
weather and took place in wonderful atmosphere 
of conviviality. 
     Chairman Ellen van Dongen welcomed 
everyone, including specially invited guests 
Fiona & Ian Butchart (Fiona’s Mother & Father – 
Pat and Len Wark - were founder members of 
the Society), Felicity & Len Larson (Len was 
‘Head Honcho’ in Modderfontein at the end of 
the century and a great supporter of the Society, 
Nick Aggett an original Society committee 
member,  Boaz Tsebe the Reserve Manager and 
his assistant Shumani Makwarela. 
     In a short but inspiring speech Ellen reviewed 
the history of the Society and how it has 
influenced the development of the Modder 
Reserve and the contributions made by several 
people who were unable to join us for the braai, 
including Leon Baban, Pat van Nierop, Geoff McIlleron and 
Boet Coetzee.  The work of Honerary Life Members of the 
Society Norman Doak, Ken England and Karl Kohler was also 
acknowledged. 
     Ellen thanked Acacia Real Estate for offering to make a 
contribution towards the Society’s 25th birthday and announced 
that your committee had opted for a gift of trees to be planted 
behind the new lapa.  This would create a barrier between the 
activities at the lapa and the likely development that will take 
place in the future. 
     Ellen showed everyone the memorial plaques that have 
been produced to remember those who made significant 
contributions to the Society but have passed on.  These were  
 
Cynthia Villa – 1995 
Editor, Bedfordview & Edenvale News and staunch 
Modderfontein Conservation Society supporter. 
 
Vic Sharpe – 1998 
“Grand Old Man” of the Modderfontein Conservation Society, a 
founder member, first trail blazer, great raconteur and walk 
leader until age of 90.  Vic’s Falls were named after him. (Continued on page 2) 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES UNVEILED 
AT END OF YEAR BRAAI 

Ellen van Dongen and Fiona Butchart show off two of the five 
memorial plaques unveiled at the braai – these in memory of Fiona’s 
Mother & Father. 

 
 
The Modderfontein 

Conservation 

Society Committee 

wishes all members 

a wonderful, 

blessed Christmas 

and a safe and 

healthy 2017 

 



END OF YEAR BRAAI 
CONCLUSION 
(Continued from page 1) 

 
CJ Breyer-Menke – 1998 
Environmental Resources Manager 
for AECI, Co-founder of the 
Modderfontein Conservation Area 
and first President of the 
Modderfontein Conservation 
Society. 
  
Len Wark – 2002 

 
Senior Manager at AECI 
Modderfontein Factory, past Mayor of Modderfontein, founding 
member of the Modderfontein Conservation Society and dedicated 
committee member.  
 
Pat Wark - 2005 
Founding member of Modderfontein Conservation Society and birding 
group.  First heritage champion who initiated the historic building 
register, past Mayoress of Modderfontein and actress of note. 
 
     In conclusion, Ellen said “A big thank you to the current MCS 
committee and all previous committee members who have given so 
much of their time in so many ways too numerous to mention, as well 
as you, the members of MCS.  Without you all we would not be 
celebrating today.  Thank you Eileen and Carol for the birthday cake.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Modderfontein Conservation Society launched its 2017 wall 
calendar at its November evening meeting. 
     The calendar is the same size and format as in the past with a 
montage of full-colour illustrations featuring a tranquil river scene 
and a few of the smaller species found in the Modderfontein 
Reserve.  Below that are 12 one-month-to-view A4 sheets with 
dates and space alongside for notes.  The background on each 
page comprises a ‘ghosted’ photograph featuring an aspect of 
the Society’s activities. 
     The photographs were taken by Lucia Cowan, Liza Smith and 
Robbie Vermont. 
     An additional feature this year is the inclusion of a 13th page  
containing year-to-
view calendars for 

    2017 and 2018. 
     “The panels for notes are user friendly and we expect to be 
sold out again,” says Chairman Ellen van Dongen who undertook 
the production of the calendar this year. 
     “Due to the generous sponsorship of AEL Mining Services and 
the Greater Modderfontein Property Umbrella Association, we 
have been able to maintain the price of R25.00,” says Ellen. 
“These calendars are a real bargain and will make great 
Christmas gifts.” 
     Despite struggling to operate a Post Office from a metal 
container in the midst of a construction site, Tebogo Raolane has 
again offered to sell these calendars.  The Modderfontein Post 
Office is still in Queen Street; phone 011 608 2551.  
 

Some of the men fuel up before lighting the braai fire.  They are Peter Grube, Peter 
Olive, Chris de Bruyn and John Hudson. 

2017 CALENDAR 

Tebogo Raolane with the MCS calendar at his 

container Post Office. 

Eileen Powell with the birthday cake. 

STORM DAMAGE 

Just one of many trees uprooted in the Reserve 
during the November storms. 
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For the record, there have been two scout groups in the reserve recently. 
     The first was a group came on a hike and were conducted by their Scouter who has 
been here several times and all they did was follow the laid-out trails. 
     The report-back was favourable and their lady leader telephoned me to say thank you 
as they had had a good walk end all enjoyed it. 
     The second group was a small one which requested permission to do a night ramble as 
they wanted to navigate by the stars. 
     Their two leaders and I sat in the thatched lapa while the boys walked alone as 
individuals on their laid-out route which they had to navigate by themselves. 
     I was very impressed at the security patrol who found them and wanted to know why they were walking alone 
and without a friend.  The scout had to explain what he was doing and that we were waiting for him and the 
others to finish their walk and we left the reserve at about 21:30. 
     A good exercise for youngsters in today's plastic world. 
 

YOUR COMMITTEE 
 

Name Portfolio 
Home 
phone 

Cell phone E-mail 

Ellen van 
Dongen 

Chairman 
Education 

011-462-
3067 

082-813-9611 ellen@vandokem.co.za 

Sally Hogan 
Vice Chairman 
EWT Liaison & 
Education 

011-608-
3089 

082-291-8084 shogan@global.co.za 

Janet Brodrick 
Minutes & 
Tuesday walks 

011-616-
2872 

072-679-6461 janet7@vodamail.co.za 

Peter Ewen 
Reserve 
Development 

011-608-
4043 

076-377-3263 petemar@gam.co.za 

Daryl Fuchs Technology  083 395 0778 cyclotron@freestateprojects.org 

Jenny Gough Speaker Liaison 
011-452-
2201 

082-685-0959 jagough@mailone.co.za 

Patricia 
Llewellyn 

Treasury 
011-882-
4114  

082-497-9241 tricial@mweb.co.za 

Keith Martin Heritage 
011-608-
2864 

082-450-4003 keith2864@gmail.com 

Peter Olive 
Education & 
Special Projects 

011-609-
4708 

083-461-6221 polive@mweb.co.za 

Carol 
Sherwood 

Special Projects 
& Treasury 

011-524-
0296 

082-906-5794 csherwood@telkomsa.net 

Pat van 
Nierop 

Birding & 
CAER Committee 

011-882-
4392 

083-326-6838 pat.nierop@mweb.co.za 

Robbie  
Vermont 

Membership & 
Publicity 

011-608-
2693 

082-800-3704 robbiev@netactive.co.za 
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There are still a couple of vacancies on the MCS committee if you would like to be 
involved in any of the Society’s activities and make a contribution to the 

community.  Call a committee member now! 

SCOUTING AROUND MODDERFONTEIN 
By Norman Doak 



 

 

 
 
 

 
SEE PROGRAMME NOTES ON NEXT PAGE 

 
 
 

MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Programme of events: 2017      (Version: 2016.11.25) 

January 

Saturday  14   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday  19  19:30 Kobus Nel talk: how to become a Citizen Scientist with 
Birdlasser, an APPropriate aid for bird reporting and recording. 

Sunday     29   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461 

Contact a committee member 

February 

Saturday  11  08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday  16  19:30   Anne d’Oliviera and Franz Jesche show and tell of their 
adventures in Mozambique  

Sunday     26   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all    08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461 

Contact: Carol Sherwood (h) 011 524 0296  (c) 082 906 5794 

March 

Saturday  11    08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday  16   19:30  AGM and talk to be advised 

Sunday     26   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461 

Contact: Janet Brodrick (h)011 616-2872 (c) 072 679 6461 

April 

Saturday   08   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   20   19:30 Peter Grübe talk on : ‘Ah-ha’ moments with gerbils 

Sunday      30   08:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all  08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461 

Contact: Peter Olive (h)  011 608 2799 (c) 083 461 6221 

NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU DON’T 

A member of a group of Tuesday walkers spots an owl.  Some can’t see it due to its camouflage and then it 
quietly melts into the leaves and foliage until it virtually disappears.  The group comprises Dennis McKitrick, 
Gillian Katz, Margaret & Philipp Rossol, Eileen Powell, Althea McKitrick and Lesley Rae. 
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PROGRAMME SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
 
Notes: 

 Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday walks leave from Fish Eagle Dam in the Reserve promptly at the 

advertised times. 
 

 Bird Walks are held on the first Saturday of every month. 

 For times and info: Pat Ayling on 082 465 3683 or Pat van Nierop on 083 326 6838. 
 

 Heritage Day walks – bookings essential.  Call Robbie (082 800 3704) or Keith (082 450 4003).  Cost 

R30.00 per person 
 

 FOR ALL WALKS: BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND 

 Evening meetings take place in the Modderfontein Town Hall at 1 Casino Road.  
 

 Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R30 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks.  

Conservation fee to enter Reserve – R30/adult and R15/child or pensioner. Visit www.modderconserve.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 family reunion in Cape Town gave me an opportunity for a ‘Father & Son’ day with my London-based 

son. For this we chose to embark on a deep-sea birding trip with Zest for Birds, a company offering 

pelagic sea birding trips off Cape Point while supporting BLSA’s Sea Bird Division in its conservation efforts. 

     We arrived at our Simonstown departure point in time for the briefing at 06:45 before setting off on board 

Nkwaza, a professionally run 41 ft sports fishing vessel. We sailed along the coast from Simonstown to Cape 

Point seeing the point from a different and beautiful perspective as the sun came up. We were one of the 

little boats one looks enviously upon when visiting the heights of the point along with hundreds of other 

tourists. On our way to the point we passed by many of the common sea birds easily seen from shore, 

Jackass Penguin, Cape Gannet, Cormorants, Gulls etc., just whetting the appetite for what was to come.  

     From Cape Point we headed off in a Southerly direction toward the Continental Shelf 40+ km away and 

deep sea where our targeted birds should be found. It was at this point that the wisdom of the advice given 

by Trevor Hardaker became clear, “take sea sickness prevention medication” prior to departure. We had 

sailed just 24 hours after a severe storm had hit the Cape and the swells were running at 3 – 5 metres. This 

took a toll of a couple of our fellow birders who hardly saw anything other than a close-up of the sea 

immediately aft and downwind of the boat.  

     The rise and fall of the vessel made viewing birds with binoculars difficult but we soon got the hang of it. 

On the other hand, photography was some of the most challenging I have encountered as an experienced 

photographer. Wide angle or seascape shots were not much of a problem but close-ups of flying birds were 

difficult to say the least. I was using 

a professional D-SLR with a 100-

400 mm lens that I wrongly believed 

to be entirely suitable (which 

fortunately it was, for some part).  

     We were surprised by the variety 

in the size of sea birds. Some 

Petrels for example are only about 

20 cm small and one is amazed that 

they can travel the vast distances 

that they do. To watch them 

skimming mere centimetres above 

the turbulent sea and occasionally 

A 

   PELAGIC BIRDING TRIP 

(or birding all at sea) 
by Dave Gordon 
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landing in the water to seek some unseen prey only to take off again in splendid fashion and as casually as a 

duck on a mill pond was a joy. 

     Photographically, the smaller birds are awkward subjects. As they often fly close to the water they 

regularly disappear behind waves leaving you searching the blue and white stuff for where you expect them 

to reappear. This usually happens quite some distance from the boat when one needs the lens at its longest. 

A small bird in and out of sight from a boat that is rising and falling 5 metres is, to put it mildly, a challenge 

when you are looking through the digital equivalent of the telescope and at the same time trying to keep 

one’s camera out of the spray. One very eager fellow set up his camera and 500 mm lens on a tripod and 

proceeded to bruise our heads with his optics!  

     We were equally struck by the size (wing span) of the Albatrosses. These magnificent avians rule the 

skies as the lion does the plains and, like the lion, appear to be very curious animals. It is incredible that they 

could be seen flying only about 20 or so metres above the sea but some distance from the boat when they 

would suddenly swoop towards the boat and catch the binocular or camera-bearing birder unprepared. With 

a wingspan of up to 3.5 metres an albatross 

soon more than fills the viewfinder even 

when using a modest 100 mm lens. I have 

lots of shots of albatross bodies with the 

wings chopped off! It is common knowledge 

that albatrosses travel enormous distances 

but we were amazed to learn just how far 

they do. Some birds travel up to 10 000 km at 

a time while the Black Browed has been 

recorded to have flown 4 500 km in four days 

at an average speed of 48 km/h. 

     Perhaps the most thrilling and endearing 

sight is a fishing trawler going about its 

business with thousands of birds of numerous species sitting in the wake of the boat or soaring above it 

feeding off the offal and scraps discarded by the crew. This is a noisy affair as the sea birds of all 

persuasions squabble and fight over the free food. The air and sea is a maelstrom of screeching birds; 

absolutely breathtaking.  Albatrosses appear to bully Petrels and other smaller birds into giving up the food 

they have found.  

     To see the fishing boats surrounded by hundreds of scavenging birds diving and wheeling in masses 

makes it easy to understand how birds can be killed by the long-liners. It confirms the absolute necessity for 

the work done by BLSA in cooperation with the fishing industry to minimise sea bird fatalities as a result of 

the fishing process.  

     Species identification tests the skill of all but the most experienced pelagic birder. Not only do the birds 

appear and disappear quite quickly but each family look so alike! However, Trevor and his team are more 

than up to the job and are eager to help the 

bewildered inland birder. As an example, the 

Whitechinned Petrel pictured left does not easily 

match the drawings in guide books – it doesn’t have 

a white chin! Fortunately, with the help of Trevor 

Hardaker and Clive Hopcroft it was explained that 

“the white chin is often absent and when there is 

visible, it varies in amount and shape, absent in 

young birds.” What chance does a mere amateur 

birder have?    

     This trip was the second I have done with Trevor 

and Zest for Birds and I strongly recommend that if 

you possibly can, ‘just do it’.  It is a wonderful and different birding experience, something one should do 

whether a birder or photographer or not, but as one of life’s Mega Ticks. 

My bird list for the two trips combined is: 

 
Albatross: Blackbrowed, Northern Royal, Shy, Wandering, Yellownosed.  Petrel: Antarctic, Atlantic, 

Giant Northern, Giant Southern, Greatwinged, Pintado, Blackbellied Storm, European Storm, Leach’s 
Storm, Wilson’s Storm, Whitechinned.  Shearwater: Cory’s, Great, Sooty.  Skua: Arctic, Longtailed, 
Subantarctic.  Tern: Arctic, Sandwich, Swift.    
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