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A Barnacle Goose photographed near the Pinelands 
Office Park by Hon Life Member Ken England.  His 
tentative identification was confirmed by Trevor Hardaker,  
Chairman of BirdLife SA’s Rarities Committee who 
suggested that rather than being several thousand 
kilometers off course, the goose was an escapee from a 
private importer.

UNCOMMON VISITOR FROM THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC

Newsletter: April 2015

The Annual General Meeting was attended by 38 members, with 16 apologies recorded, including that 
of Ellen van Dongen, the Chairman who was overseas attending a family function.  She had, however, 
prepared her usual comprehensive report which Vice Chairman Sally Hogan presented to the 
meeting:

Membership
 The total membership units decreased by seven which is to be expected now that the Reserve is 
open to the public and people do not need membership to access the Reserve. However, those who 
want to visit the Reserve on a frequent basis benefit from membership of the MCS as they receive a 
discounted Reserve annual membership fee which entitles them to an access card.
     It is still the Society’s intention to increase membership in the family and student categories, in 
order to maintain a strong Society going forward and to continue advising and participating in the 
development of the Reserve. It is important to encourage nature walks, birding and education 
activities in the Reserve in the face of other recreational activities such as cycling and running. 
Weekend walks have been ‘swallowed up’ in the rush of cycling and Park Run activities on Saturdays. 
This is the reason that starting times have been changed to 08:30 summer and winter.
     Once again we are pleased to advise that we have not increased the membership fees.

Activities
Talks – Ellen reviewed the wide range of entertaining and informative talks your Society has enjoyed 
throughout the year.

Walks – the Tuesday guided walks have 
remained popular and continue to 
provide great camaraderie as well as 
information on what is happening with the 
fauna and flora in the Reserve and the 
impact of human activity such as cycling.  
They also provide feedback about the 
state of walking trails.
     Mention was also made of the number 
of outside groups who visited us for 
guided walks, both in the Reserve and in 
the Heritage Precinct.

Other activities included:
• Environmental education
• Cultural heritage
• Community Awareness and Emergency 

Response (CAER Committee) and
• The Community Liaison Forum hosted by 

Heartland at the beginning of 2014.  This 
Forum was discontinued by the new land 
owner.  The main objective of the forum was to provide communities with information on the 
developments being planned for Modderfontein and to address any concerns the community 
may have in this regard.

WHAT THE CHAIRMAN SAID



Reserve development
Ellen said farewell to Luke Strugnell and welcomed new Reserve Manager Boaz Tsebe and 
elaborated on developments that have taken place in the Reserve during the year.  Some of the areas 
she addressed were: alien vegetation control, additional picnic tables and seats made from recycled 
plastic at Fish Eagle dam, the installation of power lines that will service the Longlake developments, 
treatment of eroded areas, identification of more wild orchids by the Witwatersrand Orchid Society, 
the pool of Honorary Rangers we supply, the Modderfontein Reserve calendar and the breeding Blue 
Cranes in the Chloorkop area.

Focus items for 2015: 
• Complete installing trail markers 
• Complete installing focal point markers 
• Complete walking trail guide with explanations of focal points 
• Develop special interest walks e.g. flowers, geology 
• Promote environmental education activities 
• Install heritage plaques on heritage buildings 
• Expand heritage information on MCS web site 

Thanks to:
Sponsors and supporters - 
• AEL and Zendai who sponsored the 2015 calendar.
• Endangered Wildlife Trust for sponsoring the photocopying of our newsletter and various pieces 

of correspondence for members who do not have email. 
• The editors of the local Resident’s Associations and community newspapers who consistently 

published information about Society events. 
• Church on the Way for allowing us to use their facilities. 
Finally, Ellen thanked her committee: “Sally Hogan, Robbie Vermont, Tricia Llewellyn, Keith Martin, 
Jenny Gough, Pat van Nierop, Janet Brodrick, Carol Sherwood, Peter Olive, Daryl Fuchs, Peter 
Ewen, and also John Clark, who left us in August last year after 13 years of involvement and service 
with the MCS for Cape Town, for all your support, enthusiasm, dedication and hard work.”

I am delighted to report that we managed lots during our work party activities.  Thanks to Boaz Tsebe, 
of course to Graham Millard (who was up and down checking on loading of supplies, and progress, 
and who has been putting together the Points of Interest posts), to all the guys who have been making 
trail markers, and to those who helped with transporting and placing them.  John, Janet, Jenny, Carol 
and I were overseers today - sterling work.
     So,   the markers on Jackal, Reedbuck and Zebra Trails are all in place and Otter needs just 10 or 
15 more.  We have managed to position markers where the trails join each other at the northern end 
of the Reserve, and have placed markers of the different trails touching each other so that it is easier 
to see where one trail ends and the next begins. John has been very busy showing EWT Intern, 
Shumane, where all the trails are and we hope that very soon Guinea Fowl and Dabchick trails will be 
cut.  Mongoose Bridge is virtually complete which will make it possible to use Dabchick Trail again.
We are all very excited by this progress.  (See photo feature on next page.)

MONGOOSE BRIDGE COMPLETEDMONGOOSE BRIDGE COMPLETED

Vicky Keenan, Maureen Otnes (front) and Bernie Lampacher – then a 
visitor but now a member – were among the early users of the new 
Mongoose Bridge over  the Modder Spruit near the entrance gate.

Trail marking almost complete
Work party report by Sally Hogan just before Christmas 2014
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       Left: Janet Brodrick and helper
            with a pile of trail markers
                        ready to lay.

              Right: Jenny Gough and
               John Cruickshank with

 helpers ready to get
     on with the job

                                                      Left: Sally Hogan and
               helper position a point of interest (POI) post.

   Numbered POIs are being erected at strategic spots along
                                       Reserve trails and a keyed reference leaflet will be produced.

  Below: Sally Hogan and Carol Sherwood
hitch a ride below Vic’s Falls

    CALENDAR SALES
        STALL AT

        CHRISTMAS
                         MARKET

       The Modderfontein
       Christmas Market gave
       us an opportunity to
       sell 2015 calendars.
       Peter Channing gave
       us space at no charge as a donation to the Society.  For 
       which we thank him.
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Janet Brodrick and helper
mark a section of Jackal TrailHERITAGE GROUP VISITS CEMETARY



Members of the heritage group recently visited the Modderfontein cemetery which is situated within 
the factory confines.  This required special arrangements and the need to be accompanied by an AEL 

security officer.
     Among the visitors was Ian Robinson who has done 
extensive research into the Modder/Italian connection.  
You can read his article “From the Alps to the Highveld” 
on the Heritage Portal website at From the Alps to the 
Highveld.
     Committee members Keith Martin and Peter Ewen 
are investigating ways to verify cemetery records and 
relate the existing ones to the actual gravesites.

YOUR COMMITTEE
Name Portfolio Home phone Cell phone Office phone E-mail

Ellen van Dongen
Chairman
Education

011-462-3067 082-813-9611 011-606-0843 Ellen.VanDongen@aelms.com

Sally Hogan
Vice Chairman
EWT Liaison
Education

011-608-3089 082-291-8084 shogan@global.co.za

Janet Brodrick Minutes 011-616-2872 072-679-6461 janet7@vodamail.co.za

Peter Ewen
Reserve 
Development

011-608-4043 076-377-3263 petemar@gam.co.za

Daryl Fuchs Technology 083 395 0778 cyclotron@freestateprojects.org

Jenny Gough Speaker Liaison 011-452-2201 082-685-0959 jagough@mailone.co.za

Patricia Llewellyn Treasurer 011-882-4114 082-497-9241 tricial@mweb.co.za

Keith Martin Heritage 011-608-2864 082-450-4003 keith2864@gmail.com

Peter Olive
Education
Special Projects

011-608-2799 083-461-6221 polive@mweb.co.za

Carol Sherwood Special Projects 011-443-4114 082-906-5794 csherwood@telkomsa.net

Pat van Nierop
Birding
CAER Committee

011-882-4392 083-326-6838 pat.nierop@mweb.co.za

Robbie Vermont
Membership
Publicity

011-608-2693 082-800-3704 robbiev@netactive.co.za

Ian Robinson spoke to the group while Keith Martin looks on (left). A 
row of gravestones keeps watch in the cemetery (above).

http://www.heritageportal.co.za/article/alps-highveld
http://www.heritageportal.co.za/article/alps-highveld


SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Notes:
• Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday walks leave from Fish Eagle Dam in the Reserve promptly at the 

advertised times.

• Bird Walks are held on the first Saturday of the month.
For times and info: Pat Ayling on 082 465 3683 or Pat van Nierop on 083 326 6838.

MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY
Programme of events: 2015      (Updated 10.04.2015)

April

Saturday   11   08:30 Walk in the Reserve
Thursday   16   19:30  Paul Fatti Emeritus Professor at Wits U. talks on the proposed
                                            Magaliesberg Biosphere Reserve

Sunday      26   08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Tuesdays:  all  08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick – 072 679 6461

Contact: Peter Olive (h)  011 608 2799 (c) 083 461 6221

May

Saturday   09   08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Thursday   21  19:30  Neil Heron – Kruger Park Guide and Ranger on “Animal Behaviour”

Sunday      24   08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick – 072 679 6461

Contact: Jenny Gough (h) 011 452 2201 (c) 082 685 0959

June

Saturday   13   08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Thursday   18  19:30  Pam Vermont Memorial Quiz

Sunday      28   08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick – 072 679 6461

Contact: Ellen van Dongen (h)011 462 3067 (c) 082 813 9611

July

Saturday    11    08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Thursday   16   19:30 Prof Mary Scholes, Wits U.Professor speaks on “Climate Change”

Sunday      26   08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve  with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461

Contact: Robbie Vermont (h) 011 608 2693 (c) 082 800 3704

August

Saturday   08   08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Thursday   20  19:30 Boaz Tsebe : “Update on Modderfontein Reserve”

Sunday      30   08:30 Walk in the Reserve

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve  with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461

Contact: Daryl Fuchs (c) 083 395 0778

TELL US ABOUT IT

If you’ve changed your phone number or 
address please remember to tell 
Membership Secretary Robbie Vermont 
about it.  We’d like to stay in touch but 
cannot unless we know where you are.  
Also, if your membership status 
changes, please let us know

Photocopying of hard 
copies with thanks to the 

ENDANGERED
WILDLIFE TRUST

Visit: www.ewt.org.za
or phone 011 372 3600

“CONSERVATION
 IN ACTION”

Disclaimer: The 
opinions expressed 

in this newsletter 
are not necessarily 
those of the Editor 

or the 
Modderfontein 
Conservation 

Society.

4



• Heritage Day walks – bookings essential.  Call Keith.(082 450 4003) or Robbie (082 800 3704).
Cost R30.00 per person

• FOR ALL WALKS: BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND

• Evening meetings take place in the Modderfontein Town Hall at 1 Casino Road.

• Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R30 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks.  
Conservation fee to enter Reserve – R30/adult and R15/child or pensioner.

A WARMING EVENT
Despite a chilly wind blowing across the
Magazine boma, Boaz Tsebe, Jonathan

Cook, John Cruickshank and all those who
attended thoroughly enjoyed the Christmas

bring and braai
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Visit www.modderconserve.org
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http://www.modderconserve.org/

