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Some of the folk who enjoyed the AGM, Miss Earth’s presentation and the cheese and wine afterwards are (standing): Tricia 
Llewellyn, John Dalton, Pat van Nierop, Wendy & Keith Martin, Loraine Ajax,  Jenny Gough, Jenny Doak, Carol Sherwood, 

Miss Earth, Ashanti Mbanga, Ellen van Dongen and Norman Doak.  (Kneeling): Robbie Vermont, Sally Hogan, Janet Brodrick, 
Peter Olive and John Clark. 

 
Your Society’s new venue in the small hall at the Town Hall has proved to be ideal as we have no echo, do not 
need amplified sound and the whole ambience is much more intimate, warm and cosy. 
     Those who attended the AGM were unanimous in their praise for the venue.  They were just as enthusiastic 
about Miss Earth SA – Ashanti Mbanga’s presentation which was not only highly professional but also 
emphatically motivational. 
     Chairman, Ellen van Dongen’s report was comprehensive and underlined just how much development has 
taken place in the Reserve over the past year. 
     Some aspects covered in Ellen’s report were: 
 

Membership 
The passing of two members was reported: Rufus Carklin who died suddenly in 
August last year after being a member for just two months and Pam Vermont, a 
member since 1992 who died in August.  “In honour of Pam’s long and dedicated 
service to the Society, the annual quiz which bore her name for the past 12 years 
will be continued in July as the Pam Vermont Memorial Quiz,” says Ellen.  Robbie 
will be the organiser. 
     Member unit numbers have remained stable over the last three years while the 
average age has risen.  Your Society would like to reverse both these trends in the 
future. 

 
Talks 

A wide range of subjects was covered in the monthly evening talks by expert and  
enthusiastic speakers.  Without exception, the talks were interesting and informative. 
 

Walks 
Tuesday guided walks still attract between 25 and 30 people.  They provide great camaraderie and 
companionship for all those who take part who are often referred to as members of the “conversation society”. 

AGM – THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Blackcrowned Night Heron 
at John Voelcker Dam – 
photograph by Ken England 

(Continued on Page two) 



“With the opening of the Reserve to the public in September 2012, interest in our week-end guided walks has 
declined as many visitors prefer to walk on their own,” Ellen reports.  During the year, we hosted guided walks for 
several outside groups including the Braamfontein Spruit Trust, College of Photography, First Edenvale Scout 
Group and Wits Bird Club. 
     Walks around the Heritage Precinct were again held on International Museum Day in May and Heritage Day in 
September.  In addition, guided walks were arranged for Wits University, Probus, Arbor Village, Johannesburg 
Heritage Trust and the East Rand Military History Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CAER Committee and Community Liaison Forum (CLF) 

Pat van Nierop, Ellen van Dongen and Keith Martin all sit on the Community Awareness and Emergency 
Response (CAER) Committee which is chaired by Robbie Vermont.  Each represents a sector of his or her 
community while Pat is your Society’s representative.  Robbie and Keith also sit on the CLF, but with the take-
over of Heartland by Shanghai Zendai, it is doubtful whether this channel of communication will remain. 
 

Communications 
Robbie continues to produce the Society’s newsletter and maintains close contact with the reporters and editors 
on local newspapers including the Bedfordview & Edenvale News, Kempton Express, North East Tribune, Alex 
Times and Thembisan. 
     Daryl Fuchs reports that the Society’s web page continues to attract interest while Robbie fields the emails 
and telephone calls: 
 

Number of views (2013) Countries 

15 891 South Africa 

599 UK 

188 USA 

63 - 79 Italy, Germany, Netherlands, Indonesia 

30 - 43 France, New Zealand, Switzerland, Brazil, Australia 

10 - 16 Hong Kong, Columbia, Thailand, Korea, Mexico, India, Canada 

 
The most visited pages were: Homepage/archives   4 713 Modder attractions    1 308 
    Walks and talks        1 256 Modder history         571 
    Contact us           545 2013 newsletters           50 
 

Reserve development 
A great deal has been achieved in this sphere with your Society taking the initiative in the following areas: 

 The definition and establishment of six walking trails which have been logged in a GPS programme.  
Trail markers are currently being produced by Luke Strugnell and Graham Millard of the EWT and their 
team.  Once marking is complete, self-guided walks will be much easier. 

 A printed guide to the trails and focal points along the routes is being compiled. 

 Tagging of indigenous trees is underway. 

 Construction and commissioning of the Society’s bird hide at Blue Crane Dam. 

 Setting up a working relationship with the Orchid Society. 

 Providing the core of Honorary Ranger services to the EWT. 

 Naming and officially opening the new Baben Bridge over the bypass canal near Isidleke. 

 Facilitating a substantial discount on annual Reserve Fees for members. 
Many more activities and changes have taken place in the Reserve, most of which Reserve Manager Luke 
Strugnell will cover in his annual report-back in August. 
 

Sponsors and supporters 
Ellen thanked a number of organisations which have helped the Society in different ways.  These include: 

Cultural heritage 
Under the leadership of Keith Martin much has 
been achieved including: 
Inventory of Museum items (on-going process); 

 Assisting AEL with filming and recording 
the history of detonator production; 

 Liaison with Heartland; 

 Compiling a register of historic buildings; 

 Creating awareness of Modder heritage; 

 Hosting of Museum and Heritage Days; 

 Launching a blue plaque initiative. 

Environmental Education 
Work continues on refurbishing the old explosives 
magazine for use as an educational centre.  EWT 
installed a water tank and waterless toilets and 
some laboratory equipment was sourced by placing 
an advertisement on Gum Tree.  The display area 
and refreshment zone still need work. 
     Meanwhile, the EWT has advertised and 
interviewed people for a post as education officer to 
develop and operate an education programme. An 
announcement is expected soon. 
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Food lover’s market? 

This Southern Masked Weaver’s nest was built around a bird feeder in the 

garden of Jenny and Norman Carliell in Thornhill Manor.  Was the 
intention to be the early bird who gets the seed or an eye on breakfast in 

bed?                           Photo: Robbie Vermont 

 AEL and Heartland who again sponsored the 2014 calendar. 

 AEL for sponsoring the moulds for the trail markers. 

 Endangered Wildlife Trust for sponsoring all the Society’s photocopying needs. 

 Local newspapers – Bedfordview & Edenvale News and Kempton Express for their continuing support 
and publishing news concerning our activities. 

 Church on the Way for allowing us the use of their facilities at the Town Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
espite the functions and conference venue in 
the Modderfontein Reserve being 

resurrected as Val Bonne, the name of the 
overall complex will remain Isidleke.  This will 
ensure that the name will be preserved for 
the foreseeable future. 
     It is planned to mount the name’s brass 
letters – removed from the complex when it 
was renovated – on a new wall being 
constructed opposite the Observation Tower 
where they it be seen by all who enter the 
complex. 
     Isidleke is an iSizulu word meaning 
“The Nest”.  It was originally suggested as a 
name for the complex of buildings back in 
1990 by Victor Nkosi, an environmental 
officer working in the environmental services 
department at Modderfontein factory. 
     Victor was one of the environmental  team 
comprising C J Breyer-Menke, Ellen van 
Dongen and Leon Baben which was 
instrumental in setting up the Reserve and 
developing the complex  as an educational 
facility.  It was the educational function that 
inspired Victor’s suggestion to name the 
complex Isidleke.  “The nest” is symbolic of 
the heart of the Reserve and central to the 
birth and development of knowledge and 
inspiration of environmental stewardship. 
     Within Isidleke is the small group of 
buildings now run as a functions and 
conference venue.       
     Up to the time it was commercialised, 
this was a place of peace and tranquillity.           
         (Continued on page 4) 
 

D 

Pictured at the first committee meeting after the AGM are (front) 
Robbie Vermont, Ellen van Dongen (Chairman) and Tricia Llewellyn; 

(second row) Carol Sherwood, Jenny Gough, Sally Hogan, Pat van 
Nierop and Daryl Fuchs; (back row) Peter Ewen, Janet Brodrick, 
Peter Olive, Keith Martin and John Clark. 

Your committee 
Ellen noted, with regret, the resignation from 
the committee of Rajen Reddy and thanked 
the 2013/14 committee for all their hard work 
and dedication.  She also thanked many of 
the Tuesday walkers who put a lot of effort 
into devising, laying out and supervising the 
maintenance of our trails and “especially 
John Cruickshank who has put in a 
gargantuan effort in this area”. 
     The commitee was re-elected for the 
2014/15 year. 

 

ISIDLEKE NAME 

TO BE 

RETAINED AND 

WHAT IT MEANS 
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New wall to bear the Isidleke name opposite the old 
Hunting Lodge observation tower. 

The Old Barn and Dobbs’ House before renovation. 

ISIDLEKE NAME 

(Continued from page 3) 
History 

In 1886 Randlord Sir Alfred Beit acquired an 
estate of 1 063 ha which bordered the western 
boundary of the farm Modderfontein as a 
weekend retreat for hunting.   He called the 
estate Frankenwald.   During the Anglo-Boer 
War in 1899/1900, Beit requested his game 
keeper, Gent, to construct his house, barn and 
shooting lodge with the input of Modderfontein 
carpenters and bricklayers. 
     When Alfred Beit died in 1906 he 
bequeathed the estate to the Transvaal colony 
for the establishment of the University of the 
Witwatersrand.  This bequest was never 

brought to fruition.  In 1922 the land was acquired 
by the University of the Witwatersrand by a special 
Act of Parliament and, in 1934, 450 hectares  of the 
estate was sold to AECI for £4 000 for the 
construction of Dams 3 and 4.  The dam keeper’s 
house, Dobbs’ Cottage, was constructed in 1934 for 
Estate Manager Lt. Col. Dobbs .   In 1936 and 1937 
AECI bought the adjacent farm to the north east of 
Frankenwald which belonged to the Schoeman 
family. 

     The lodge had deteriorated and was eventually demolished  leaving only the observation tower standing. 
     Over time, the barn and Dobbs’ Cottage also deteriorated and were vandalised extensively.  As part of an 
AECI programme to rehabilitate the area, the barn, observation tower and Dobbs Cottage were renovated in 
1989/90.  An amphitheatre and a reception/ablution/storeroom extension were added in 1991 when the complex 
was named Isidleke and the barn developed into The Alfred Beit Interpretation Centre, dedicated to 
environmental education.   On 1 January 1994, education assumed a secondary role when the complex was 
turned into a commercial venture. 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Society’s Heritage Group plans to open The Dynamite Company Museum and Franz Hoenig Haus 
for the morning of International Museum Day on Saturday 17 May.  The day will also include walks 
around the Heritage Precinct. 
     Any member who would like to offer an hour or two of their time to “House Sit” in the Haus or 
Museum, please contact Anne Ireland on 011 608 1329. 
     Meanwhile, Museum Curator, Martie Smith, reports that last year The Dynamite Company Museum hosted a 
colouring-in and essay writing competition for International Museum Day. 
     Three local schools were invited to take part in the competition.  They were: 
Christian Heritage College - Modderfontein 
Laerskool Kruinsig - Kempton Park 
Nobel Primary school - Modderfontein 
 
Winners were: 
The Christian Heritage College 
1

st
 Prize   Hannah Butrimavisius Grade 3 

2
nd

 Prize   Zavian Greenfield Grade 3 
3

rd
 Prize   Michaela Nobin  Grade R 

 
Laerskool Kruinsig 
1

st
 Prize   Michelle Pieterse Graad R 

2
nd

 Prize   Callista Prinsloo  Graad 3 
3

rd
 Prize   Tristain Coetzer  Graad 2 

              

 
 

INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY – FUTURE AND PAST 

Laerskool Kruinsig: From left Michelle Pieterse, Callista Prinsloo 

and Tristain Coetzer 
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International Museum Day 

  (Continued from page 4) 
 
Nobel Primary School 
1

st
 Prize   Lebohang Skhosana Grade 3 

2
nd

 prize   Letlhogonolo Mosepele Grade 3 
3

rd
 Prize   Liam Gwiba  Grade 2 

 
Overall winner of the Essay competition: 
 
Mbali Diphoko, a Grade 7 learner from Nobel 
Primary School 
 
 
 
 

Photo feature 

Just walking in the rain 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heritage Christian College: From left Hannah 
Butrimavicius, Michaela Nobin and  Zavian 

Greenfield 

 

Of the eight or ten hopefuls who 
turned up for this Tuesday walk in 
appalling rain, only three had the 
courage to face the floods.  Janet 
Brodrick, Ineke O’Doughtery and 
Marie-Luise Nusser did not let the rain 
dampen their spirits and, judging 
from the photos, they had a whale of a 
time.          Photos: Marie-Luise 

Janet and Marie-Luise 

Modderspruit in spate 

Vic’s Falls (above) and 

Janet (left) 

Ineke and Janet on the 

bypass canal bridge 
(left) and with the 

Baben Bridge over the 

bypass canal (right) 

5 



 

YOUR COMMITTEE 

Name Portfolio Home phone Cell phone Office phone E-mail 

Ellen van Dongen 
Chairman 

Education 
011-462-3067 082-813-9611 011-606-0843 Ellen.VanDongen@aelms.com 

Sally Hogan 
Vice Chairman 
EWT Liaison 

Education 

011-608-3089 082-291-8084  shogan@global.co.za 

Janet Brodrick Minutes 011-616-2872 072-679-6461  janet7@vodamail.co.za 

John Clark Tuesday walks 011-454-1801 082-509-9856   

Peter Ewen 
Reserve 

Development 
011-608-4043 076-377-3263  petemar@gam.co.za 

Daryl Fuchs Technology 
 

083 395 0778  cyclotron@freestateprojects.org 

Jenny Gough Speaker Liaison 011-452-2201 082-685-0959  jagough@mailone.co.za 

Patricia Llewellyn Treasurer 011-882-4114  082-497-9241  tricial@mweb.co.za 

Keith Martin Heritage 011-608-2864 082-450-4003  keith2864@gmail.com 

Peter Olive 
Education 

Special Projects 
011-609-4708 083-461-6221  polive@mweb.co.za 

Carol Sherwood Special Projects 011-443-4114 082-906-5794  csherwood@telkomsa.net 

Pat van Nierop 
Birding 
CAER Committee 

011-882-4392 083-326-6838  pat.nierop@mweb.co.za 

Robbie Vermont 
Membership 
Publicity 

011-608-2693 082-800-3704  robbiev@netactive.co.za 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programme follows... 

TELL US ABOUT IT 

If you’ve changed your phone number or 
address please remember to tell 

Membership Secretary Robbie Vermont 
about it.  We’d like to stay in touch but 
cannot unless we know where you are.  

Also, if your membership status changes, 
please let us know 

Photocopying of hard copies 
with thanks to the 

ENDANGERED 
WILDLIFE TRUST 

 
Visit: www.ewt.org.za 
or phone 011 372 3600 

 

“CONSERVATION 
 IN ACTION” 

 

Disclaimer: The 

opinions expressed 
in this newsletter are 

not necessarily 
those of the Editor 

or the Modderfontein 
Conservation 

Society. 
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Plough breaker 
(Erythrina zeyheri) 
flowers made their 

annual appearance in 
November both here, 
near the Gautrain 

bridge over the 
Modderspruit, and 
alongside the river 

below The Cascades. 
     It is only in Africa 
that one can find this 

stunning, hardy, 
deciduous shrublet 
with its brilliant scarlet 

flowers. 



SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
Notes: 

 Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday walks leave from Fish Eagle Dam in the Reserve promptly at the 
advertised times. 
 

 Bird Walks are held on the first Saturday of every month. 
 For times and info: Pat Ayling on 082 465 3683 or Pat van Nierop on 083 326 6838. 
 

 Heritage/Museum Day walks – booking is essential.  Call Robbie or Keith.  Cost R30.00 per person 

 FOR ALL WALKS: BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND 
 

 Evening meetings take place in the Modderfontein Town Hall at 1 Casino Road. 
 

 Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R30 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks.  
Conservation fee to enter Reserve – R30/adult and R15/child or pensioner. 

MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Programme of events: 2014      (Updated 11.04.14) 

May 

Saturday    10   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   22  19:30 Ben-Erik van Wyk of UJ talks on “Myths, legends and the realities of 

                                          traditional bush medicine” 

Sunday      25   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact:  Jenny Gough (h) 011 452 2201 (c) 082 685 0959 

June 

Saturday    14    08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday    19   19:30 Faansie Peacock, Curator (Ornithology) at the Ditsong National 
                                             Museum of Natural History 

Sunday      29     08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all    08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Ellen van Dongen (h) 011 462 3067 (c) 082 813 9611 

July 

Saturday    12    08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   17   19:30 Pam’s Memorial Quiz 

Sunday      27   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact: Robbie Vermont (h) 011 608 2693 (c) 082 800 3704 

August 

Saturday   9   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   21  19:30 Luke Strugnell : “Update on Modderfontein Reserve” 

Sunday      31   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Daryl Fuchs (c) 083 395 0778 

September 

Friday       05   18:00 Spring night walk from Fish Eagle Dam. Bring a torch, 
                                   jacket  and everything you’ll need for a picnic afterwards 

Saturday   13    07:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   18   19:30 Heritage Talk:  Dennis Adams of Johannesburg Heritage 

Tuesday    24    08:00 & 10:30 Heritage Walks – Robbie on 082 800 3704 

Sunday      28    07:30 Walk in the Reserve 

 Tuesdays:  all    08:00 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

 Contact:  Keith Martin (h) 011 608 2864 (c) 082 450 4003 
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