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The Modderfontein 

Conservation 

Society Committee 

wishes all members 

a wonderful, 

blessed Christmas 

and a safe and 

healthy 2014 
 

 

Leon Baben cuts the ribbon 
while Ellen van Dongen 
looks on 
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Over 40 people gathered 
on Tuesday 5 November 
to witness the official 
opening of the new bridge 
over the bypass canal 
near Isidleke. 
     A ribbon was cut by 
Leon Baben after whom 
the bridge is named. 

 
     Leon has been a member of the Society for 22 years, has served on 
the committee as an AECI representative much of that time, has devoted 
countless hours to the development and maintenance of the Reserve and 
continues to do so. 
     Despite Leon’s preference to get on with the job quietly and at his own 
pace, your committee deemed it appropriate to recognize his contribution 
by naming this the Baben Bridge. 
     Leon was not told of the decision so it was a complete surprise to him 
when he was lured to the bridge by Chairman Ellen van Dongen and 
advised that he was required to cut the ribbon. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
With the refurbishment and upgrading of the disused 

explosives storage magazine proceeding apace (see page 3), it has 
been decided to hold the end-of-year walk and braai there, rather than 
at the Town Hall. 

     A nice lapa has been constructed with a view over Fish Eagle Dam, a 
new hide has been built (see page 4), water has been connected and a 
generator will supply some light though it may be a good idea to bring along 
gas or other camping-style light for your individual use.  As in the past, you’ll 
need to bring everything else you need – food, drinks, cutlery, crockery and 
something to sit on. 
     There will be a communal braai fire which will be lit at about 18:00 and, 
for those who can get away early, the traditional pre-braai walk will begin 
from the lapa at 16:00. 
     Thanks to Luke and his team for facilitating this outing and the effort they 
have put in to ensure that this will be an evening to remember. 
     See page 5 for details to get to the magazine. 

CHANGE OF VENUE FOR END 

OF YEAR WALK AND BRAAI 

NEW BRIDGE OFFICIALLY OPENED 

Tuesday walkers at the official opening 



Graham Millard & team raise 
the old owl box into the gum 
trees at Isidleke.  The box had 
been in the car port there for 
many years, but had to be 
moved as the carport has been 
turned into a beer hall. 
 
          Photo – Robbie Vermont 

Above: Members of MCS and the Orchid 
Society in the field. 
Below: Specimen of Habenaria epipactidea 
photographed in the Reserve. 

 

 

 

Photo competition 

winner 

ast Editor of this newsletter, 
Dave Gordon, was the 

winner of a photographic 
competition run by the 
Greenstone Guide and the 
Edenvale Photographic Club 
(EPS).  His winning photograph 
of a moored boat at Fish Eagle 
Dam in the Modderfontein 
Reserve took top honours. 
     The brief for the competition 
was to capture ‘Greenstone and 
Modderfontein life’.  The Guide 
described Dave’s image as 

encapsulating the unspoiled beauty of the area.  “The crisp blue sky, the 
atmospheric quality given to the image by the mist coming off the water, the 
isolated boat adding a human element to the otherwise natural scene, the 
trees bridging the gap between the land and the water and the strong sun 
touching the branches as it rises all combine to give an image that is a very 
worthy winner.” 
     Dave and Barbara are still active members of the MCS and many 
members can testify to hearing his (still) broad Scots brogue at successive 
annual general meetings where Dave has entertained us with his 
photographs.  He is also Deputy Chairman of the EPS. 
     Runner up was John Coumbias – a good friend of the MCS – with a 
photograph of firemen in action at a burn-out at the SA Emergency Care 
Centre in Modderfontein. 

 

 

 
Members of the Wild Orchid Society of South Africa have paid two visits to 

Modder to locate and identify 
orchids growing wild in the 
Reserve. 
     Society members have 
assisted with this process 
and will continue to do so. 
     Because different orchid 
species flower at different 
times between spring and 
autumn, more visits by the 
Orchid Society are planned.  
     Resident flower guru Ken 
England has kept a record of 
orchids found in the reserve 
over many years and his 
knowledge has proved to be 
invaluable in this exercise.  
Pat van Nierop also 
contributed her extensive 
knowledge and experience. 
 
 
 
 

P 

MAGNIFICENT MODDERFONTEIN 

Going up! ORCHID HUNTERS IN MODDER 
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MAKE OVER FOR 

HERITAGE HAVEN 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Left: moving work 
   benches into 
      position. 
 
Right: sawdust 
   fills the air 
  during the 
   sanding 
  process 

 
Work parties have 

been beavering away in the old 
explosives magazine at Fish Eagle Dam to prepare it 

                    for its future role as an environmental education centre. 
These photographs show the work benches, rescued from the Old Barn at Isidleke being refurbished.  

The sanding and smoothing was completed, 
sliding doors were fitted and the two 
benches – one on either side of the 
magazine – were given a coat of varnish 
during the first work party there.  Other work 
undertaken includes the framing and 
mounting of educational posters, the erection 
of a water tank and the establishment of eco-
friendly toilets, among many other things.  
Many trees and shrubs have been planted 
and a lapa built where work parties have 
relaxed happily after a hard day at the 

Workers take time out in the lapa              grindstone. 

MAKING THE 

MAGAZINE HABITABLE 

After Heartland gave us notice to vacate the premises in the old Married Quarters, the 
company provided us with a venue at the old Compound where the heritage group can 
store its accumulated furniture and documentation.  There is even space for a meeting 
room.  Dubbed Heritage Haven, these rooms were, to say the least, in need of a 
makeover.  Again, willing hands and work parties transformed the venue into a veritable 
haven, far from the madding crowd, so to speak. 

Peter Ewen & Ann Ireland make a start.           Meeting room cleaned and painted. 
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Keith Martin at the Casino with the 
appropriate calendar sketch 

FEEL-GOOD LETTER 

We saw the awesomest thing this 
morning coming to work.  I think it 
was a crested eagle landing on 
one of the Gautrain poles next to 
the track.  I looked on the internet 
and I am almost positive that it 
was the crested eagle. 
 
It sommer brightens up my day to 
see something that magnificent 
so early in the morning. 
 
Have a great day. 
Lucia 

 

 
 
 
 
The Modderfontein Conservation Society (MCS) launched 
its 2014 wall calendar at its September monthly evening 
meeting in the Modderfontein Town Hall. 
     The launch coincided with a talk by Grant Botha, 
Heritage Officer in the Gauteng Department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation. 

     The calendar 
showcases four pencil sketches of 
historical Modderfontein buildings and, 
according to Keith Martin who guides the 
Heritage portfolio, it was particularly appropriate to launch the calendar 
during Heritage Month. 
     The pencil drawings are by artist Dorothy de Haas, done for AECI in 
1988/9.  Lucia Cowan, a graphic artist with Theta Print and Graphics 
photographed and enhanced the sketches and added splashes of colour. 
 
The drawings feature:  
     The Old Laboratorium  
     29 High Street  
     The Clock Tower Building  
     The Old Casino  

 
     “Due to the generous sponsorship of Heartland and AEL Mining 
Services, we have been able to contain the price to just R25 each, says 
Keith.  “These calendars are a real bargain and will make great Christmas 
gifts.”  The calendars are on sale at the Modderfontein Post Office in 
Queen Street; phone 011 608 2551, or contact a committee member. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With the completion of the new hides at Blue Crane Dam and John 
Voelcker Dam, the new hide at Fish Eagle Dam soon arose on a site on 
the dam edge below the magazine, opposite the picnic site. 
     If you’re coming to the end of year function at the magazine and not 
walking, bring your binoculars and “test drive” the new hide before 
beginning your braai. 
 

        WANTED: 

TRAIL MARKERS COMING SOON  PROJECTOR STAND 

No, Graham Millard is not snoozing,         If you have a serviceable 
he’s simply resting his eyes.         but unwanted 
     Chairman Ellen van Dongen and         projector stand, the 
Graham show off the first trail marker      Society could use it. 
to be made.  It has a Guinea Fowl         We are presently 
footprint in red and will mark the          borrowing one for 
Guinea Fowl Trail.  Other trail markers     our evening meeting presentations. 
will show different footprints in a    Please call a committee member if  
variety of colours including Jackal,           you can help out. 
Zebra and Reedbuck. 

 

2014 CALENDAR 

LAUNCHED 
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FISH EAGLE 

DAM HIDE 

UNDER 

CONSTRUCTION 



 
As the grass died off at the end of winter, Ken England 
noticed the remains of what appears to be an old 
building foundation just down river of Isidleke.  He 
photographed his wife Joan at the site and has set about 
investigating the origins of the dressed-stone 
construction.  It’s anticipated that Karl Köhler, that all-
knowing Modderfontein veteran will come up with the 
answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR COMMITTEE 
Name Portfolio Home phone Cell phone Office phone E-mail 

Ellen van Dongen 
Chairman 
Education 

011-462-3067 082-813-9611 011-606-0843 Ellen.VanDongen@aelms.com 

Sally Hogan 
Vice Chairman 
EWT Liaison 
Education 

011-608-3089 082-291-8084  shogan@global.co.za 

Janet Brodrick Minutes 011-453-3910 072-679-6461  janet7@vodamail.co.za 

John Clark Tuesday walks 011-454-1801 082-509-9856   

Peter Ewen 
Reserve 
Development 

011-608-4043 076-377-3263  petemar@gam.co.za 

Daryl Fuchs Technology 
 

083 395 0778  cyclotron@freestateprojects.org 

Jenny Gough Speaker Liaison 011-452-2201 082-685-0959  jagough@mailone.co.za 

Patricia Llewellyn Treasurer 011-882-4114  082-497-9241  tricial@mweb.co.za 

Keith Martin Heritage 011-608-2864 082-450-4003  keith2864@gmail.com 

Peter Olive 
Education 
Special Projects 

011-609-4708 083-461-6221  polive@mweb.co.za 

Carol Sherwood Special Projects 011-443-4114 082-906-5794  csherwood@telkomsa.net 

Rajen Reddy Special Projects  072-202-9749 081-599-9531 rjnrdy@gmail.com 

Pat van Nierop 
Birding 
CAER Committee 

011-882-4392 083-326-6838  pat.nierop@mweb.co.za 

Robbie Vermont 
Membership 
Publicity 

011-608-2693 082-800-3704  robbiev@netactive.co.za 

 
 
 
 
 
While we have still been unable to locate the whereabouts of the original bird paintings by 
Ken Newman and Geoff Lockwood which were commissioned by AECI to commemorate 
the 50

th
 anniversary of the company’s famous Bird Calendar and which were donated to 

the Conservation Society by AECI, Fulvia Putero, Communications Manager of the 
company has given us a boxed set of prints (number 46 of 500) signed by the artists.  
While the box is slightly damaged, the prints are all in good order.  The Society thanks 
AECI and Fulvia for their generosity. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TELL US ABOUT IT 

 
If you’ve changed your phone number or 
address please remember to tell 
Membership Secretary Robbie Vermont 
about it.  We’d like to stay in touch but 
cannot unless we know where you are.  
Also, if your membership status 
changes, please let us know 

Photocopying of hard 
copies with thanks to the 

ENDANGERED 
WILDLIFE TRUST 

 
Visit: www.ewt.org.za 
or phone 011 372 3600 

 

“CONSERVATION 
 IN ACTION” 

 

Disclaimer: The 
opinions expressed 

in this newsletter are 
not necessarily 

those of the Editor 
or the Modderfontein 

Conservation 
Society. 

Mystery of the missing masterpieces … 

To get to the magazine:  continue along Ardeer Road, past the gates to the Reserve until you 
reach the factory’s Ardeer Gate then follow the signs which Luke will arrange for us.  You will 

need to sign in at the gate, but if you are coming, tell Carol Sherwood the names and I/D 
numbers of your party and your car registration number by phoning or emailing her.  This will 

ease your entry considerably.  See committee list below. 

 

Winter leads to interesting find 
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SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
Notes: 

 Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday walks leave from Fish Eagle Dam in the Reserve promptly at the 

advertised times. 
 

 Bird Walks are held on the first Saturday of every month. 

 For times and info: Pat Ayling on 082 465 3683 or Pat van Nierop on 083 326 6838. 
 

 Heritage Day walks – bookings essential.  Call Robbie or Keith.  Cost R30.00 per person 

 FOR ALL WALKS: BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND 

 

 Evening meetings take place in the Modderfontein Town Hall at 1 Casino Road. 

 

 Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R20 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks.  

Conservation fee to enter Reserve – R30/adult and R15/child or pensioner. 

MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Programme of events: 2014      (Updated 18.11.2013) 

January 

Saturday    11   07:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   16  19:30 “Inside Darkest Africa” - a stunning audio-visual presentation on caving 

                 in SA by award-winning photographer Anne d'Oliveira.  This is special – do not miss it! 

Sunday      26   07:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:00 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Rajen Reddy (c) 072 202 9749  (o) 081 599 9531 

February 

Saturday     8    07:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   20   19:30  Alan Abel of the Orchid Society: “Amazing Orchids of Verloren Vallei” 

Sunday     23     07:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all    08:00 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Carol Sherwood (h) 011 443 4114 (c) 082 906 5794 

March 

Saturday     8    07:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   13   19:30  AGM & talk by Miss Earth, Ashanti Mbangwa: “Climate reality: Focus 

                                            on the Philippines” 

Sunday      30   07:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:00 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact: Janet Brodrick (h)011 453 3910 (c) 072 679 6461 

April 

Saturday     12   07:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   10    19:30 TBA 

Sunday      27   07:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all  08:00 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact: Peter Olive (h)  011 609 4708 (c) 083 461 6221 

May 

Saturday     10   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   22  19:30  Ben-Erik van Wyk of UJ : "Myths, legends and the realities of  

                                          traditional bush medicine”. 

Sunday      25   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Jenny Gough (h) 011 452 2201 (c) 082 685 0959 
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Visit www.modderconserve.org 

http://www.modderconserve.org/

