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A group of young girls from Holy Rosary Convent in Edenvale who did a few hours of 
community service in the Reserve under Luke Strugnell’s supervision.  They removed two 
bags of detritus collected along the banks of the Modderspruit.           Photo by Peter Olive 

Heritage Christian College helped 
Cut out bugweed 
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CHANGES, CHALLENGES AND 

REWARDS REPORT BACK 

For his third annual update 
on managing the 
Modderfontein Reserve, 
Luke Strugnell chose the 
theme of Challenges and 
Rewards and presented a 
wide ranging report at our 
July evening meeting which 
was attended by more than 
50 people. 
     He divided his talk into 
several sections: 

 Alien vegetation 

 Safety & security 

 Human use and 
development plan 

 New infrastructure 

 Fire management 

 Challenges 

 Thanks 
     The battle against 
invasive alien vegetation is 
a priority in the Reserve 
and Luke reported that 
great strides have been made in the control of Robinia psuedoacacia (black locust) through judicious 
use of popping, herbicides and fire.  Large areas of the Reserve have been transformed from 
impenetrable forest into grassland. 
     Pom-pom weed has also been brought under control to a great extent.  Meanwhile black wattle 

and bugweed are receiving attention.  They are being popped 
and mechanically cut back and treated with herbicide.  While not 
a priority, much grey poplar has been removed from the river 
course although plenty still remains.  False mesquite is also a 
target.  “I’m happy with the progress we’re making,” says Luke.  “I 
have learned a lot of lessons over the past years and these are 
enabling us to make better progress as we move along.” 
 

Safety and security 

This has been given a strong focus in the Reserve, especially 
since it has been open to the public.  ClearVu fencing has been 
erected all the way down the access road to the Isidleke Centre.  

This, and the new boom-controlled gatehouse, have reduced intrusions into the Reserve.  The iMvula 
satellite security office under the Gautrain bridge and bicycle-mounted game guards have also 
contributed to greater security. 
          (Continued on page 2) 

 



Early morning Tuesday walkers inspect 
progress in the building of the Dabchick 
Trail Bridge 

John Cruickshank looks out from the new 
MCS hide at Blue Crane Dam.  The hide 
was completed at the end of July. 

New picnic tables and braais 
at Fish Eagle Dam 

Block burning of a section of 
grassland prior to the Spring 
rains in the Reserve. 

 
Human use and development plan 

 
Luke says that education is still a priority and work is proceeding in 
converting one of the old explosives storage magazines into a 
base for your Society and a centre of education.  The magazine overlooks Fish Eagle Dam opposite 
the picnic site. 
     Meanwhile the Reserve is experiencing heavy traffic at week-ends, mainly by cyclists.  A new 
restaurant, conference and events venue is due to open at the Isidleke Centre in mid September and 
your Society’s walking trails have been finalized.  There are areas where these activities clash and 
Luke has to juggle the varied interests and activities of the different groups.  He also has to enforce 
the Reserve rules and regulations with the help of his game guards and honorary rangers. 

 
New infrastructure 

Over the past couple of months quite a bit of new infrastructure 
has been installed in the Reserve with the objective of making a 
visit there a good experience.  This includes the new 
gatehouse, the ClearVu fencing, signage (a continuing 
process), three bridges, braai facilities and tables at Fish Eagle 
Dam, litter bins, speed bumps and the Modderfontein 
Conservation Society hide at Blue Crane Dam – the first of 
three. 
     Two of the bridges 
span the Modderspruit – 
one near the new 
gatehouse and the other 
downstream from the 
Isidleke centre.  The third 
bridge is over a drainage 
ditch and was made from 
refurbished salvaged 
material from the factory. 

The picnic tables and seats at Fish Eagle dam are made from 
recycled plastic.  The units are very heavy and, having no metal 
components, other than a few nuts & bolts, should be vandal 
and thief-proof. 

Fire management 
To avoid the devastating fires experienced in 
the Reserve over the past many years, Luke 
has embarked on a fire management 
programme which includes cutting and 
burning fire breaks.  Also, block burning is 
undertaken in the Reserve in a planned and 
systematic way 

 
Challenges 

Luke has faced many challenges over the 
past year including persistent cable theft, bad 
public behaviour, access control and charges, 
developments surrounding the Reserve, 
enforcing the rules and regulations and 
addressing tenant issues. 
 

Thanks 
 Concluding his presentation, Luke took the opportunity to recognize the 
support and hard work put in to the Reserve by many.  He thanked Heartland for the “serious 
funding”, BEE staff for their hard work, Graham Millard, Team Supervisor Samkelo Mmcube, Urban 
Conservation Intern Rabelani Ravalume, the Modderfontein Conservation Society, the Honorary 
Rangers and iMvula Quality Protection Services. 
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            24 September 
           HERITAGE DAY  
             Heritage Day walks at 08:00 and 10:30 
             with Robbie Vermont and Keith Martin 
 
                Book early to avoid disappointment 
 
                Also, visit 
                   The Dynamite Company Museum 
                 and Franz Hoenig Haus 
                between 09:00 and 12:30 
 
 

 

   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR COMMITTEE 
Name Portfolio Home phone Cell phone Office phone E-mail 

Ellen van Dongen 
Chairman 
Education 

011-462-3067 082-813-9611 011-606-0843 Ellen.VanDongen@aelms.com 

Sally Hogan 
Vice Chairman 
EWT Liaison 
Education 

011-608-3089 082-291-8084  shogan@global.co.za 

Janet Brodrick Minutes 011-453-3910 072-679-6461  janet7@vodamail.co.za 

John Clark Tuesday walks 011-454-1801 082-509-9856   

Peter Ewen 
Reserve 
Development 

011-608-4043 076-377-3263  petemar@gam.co.za 

Daryl Fuchs Technology 
 

083 395 0778  cyclotron@freestateprojects.org 

Jenny Gough Speaker Liaison 011-452-2201 082-685-0959  jagough@mailone.co.za 

Patricia Llewellyn Treasurer 011-882-4114  082-497-9241  tricial@mweb.co.za 

Keith Martin Heritage 011-608-2864 082-450-4003  keith2864@gmail.com 

Peter Olive 
Education 
Special Projects 

011-609-4708 083-461-6221  polive@mweb.co.za 

Carol Sherwood Special Projects 011-443-4114 082-906-5794  csherwood@telkomsa.net 

Rajen Reddy Special Projects  072-202-9749 081-599-9531 rjnrdy@gmail.com 

Pat van Nierop 
Birding 
CAER Committee 

011-882-4392 083-326-6838  pat.nierop@mweb.co.za 

Robbie Vermont 
Membership 
Publicity 

011-608-2693 082-800-3704  robbiev@netactive.co.za 

HERITAGE DAY SPECIAL 

Hon. Ranger 

opportunity 

 
There are still a couple 
o                of vacancies 
f                 for Honorary 
                  Rangers so 
                  if you’d like 
to give a little of your 
time to the Reserve, 
you can apply to Luke 
Strugnell at the 
Endangered Wildlife 
Trust on 079-878-3741 
or by email: 
lukes@ewt.org.za. 
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Seen and photographed at Flamingo Dam by Cedric & Joan Muller on Mothers’ Day.  

Lesley Rae had spotted the birds the previous Tuesday when she counted no less 
than 10 of them. Later Robbie saw about 10 Greater and eight Lesser Flamingos. 

 

mailto:lukes@ewt.org.za


Notes: 

 Saturday, Sunday & Tuesday walks leave from the Fish Eagle Dam in the Reserve promptly at the 

advertised times. 

 Bird walks are held on the first Saturday of every month. 

 For times and info: Pat Ayling on 082 465 3683 or Pat van Nierop on 083 326 6838. 

 Heritage Day walks – booking is essential.  Call Robbie or Keith.  Cost is R30.00 per person. 

 

 FOR ALL WALKS, BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND 
 

 Evening meetings take place in the Modderfontein Town Hall at 1 Casino Road. 
 

 Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R20 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks.  

Conservation fee to enter Reserve – R30/adult and R15/child or pensioner. 

 For full year programme see Walks & Talks at www.modderconserve.org 
 
 
 

MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Programme of events: 2013          (Updated 05.08.2013) 

August 

Saturday     10   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday     22  19:30 Pam & Rob’s annual quiz 

Sunday        25   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Keith Martin (h) 011 608 2864  (c) 082 450 4003 

September 

Saturday    14    07:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday     19      19:30 Heritage month/heritage talk by Sally Hogan & Keith Martin* 

Tuesday     24     08:00 & 10:30 Heritage Walks – Robbie on 082 800 3704 

Sunday       29     07:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all      08:00 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Daryl Fuchs (c) 083 395 0778 

October 

Saturday    12    07:30 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   17   19:30 Peter Greaves talks on bird migration through Israel 

Sunday      28   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact: Patricia Llewellyn (h) 011 882 4114 (c) 082 497 9241 

November 

Saturday   09   07:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   21  19:30 Mike Panagos of TUT on Training & Job Opportunities 

Sunday      24   07:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:00 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Sally Hogan (h) 011 608 3089  (c) 082 291 8084 

December 

Friday 06   16:00 End of year walk & braai.  The walk will start at 16:00 and the 
braais lit at 18:00.  Come when you can and bring your own food, drinks, 
cutlery, crockery and something to sit on. 

Tuesdays:  all   08:00 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Any committee member 
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Fish Eagle on show 

On their first visit to the Reserve since the official opening in 
September last year, Bill and Helen Blake were pleasantly surprised 
at the new-look Fish Eagle Dam picnic site and wondered whether 
the bird is contracted to pose for visitors’ photographs.  Bill took this 
shot soon after his party arrived at the dam on the first Sunday of 
August. 
     While it is more usual to see a single bird, pairs are seen quite 
often.  “We had a great family outing at the dam and the Fish Eagle 
was really the cherry on the top,” said Bill. 

 
 

INVITATION TO ATTEND AT NO CHARGE 

 
Dr J.N Choiniere Senior Researcher at the Bernard Price Institute at 
Wits University will present: “New information from the “feathered 
dinosaurs” of China: Implications for the evolution of feathers, the 
origins of feathered sexual display, and feather colour” 
     The talk will take place on Tuesday 27

th
 August at UNISA’s Florida 

Campus at 19h00. The campus is located on Christian De Wet Road, 
Florida and directions are available at http://www.unisa.ac.za/default.asp?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=25391 
Entrance is free and tea/coffee will be available. 
     The famous "first bird" Archaeopteryx was discovered in 1861, and for more than 100 years it provided 
science's only glimpse into the earliest evolution of feathers. About 20 years ago, however, curious new fossils 
began to be discovered from a thriving 130 million year old lagoon ecosystem in China, known as the Jehol Biota. 
     In his talk, Dr Choiniere will review cutting-edge research on the evolution of feathers in dinosaurs, how we 
know what colour extinct feathers were, and how we know that the sexual display systems birds use today were 
evolving millions of years ago.  
     Dr Choiniere will also review how our new knowledge of feather evolution shows that the earliest experiments 
with powered flight were weirder than we ever thought possible. 
     For confirmation of attendance and to book your seat contact: 
          Peter Greaves – 083 455 7787 – peter.greaves@tiscali.co.za 
          Johan de Jager – 082 376 9675 – jdej@icon.co.za 
 

Aloe, Aloe! 

What a year for aloes, especially Aloe greatheadii.  
The end of July and beginning of August provided a 
veritable feast of these plants with flower heads 
peeking over the surrounding grasses seemingly 
everywhere.  As the plants are pretty insignificant and 
low growing, one is never aware of their presence until 
they flower and this event quite often produces 
pleasant surprises.  The flowers range from pale pink 
to bright red. 
     The common variant, found locally is davyana.  It 
appears in all the northern provinces of South Africa 
and in the Free State.  It usually occupies rocky 
outcrops in grassland. 
 

 

     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TELL US ABOUT IT 

 
If you’ve changed your phone number or 
address please remember to tell 
Membership Secretary Robbie Vermont 
about it.  We’d like to stay in touch but 
cannot unless we know where you are.  
Also, if your membership status 
changes, please let us know 

Photocopying of hard 
copies with thanks to the 

ENDANGERED 
WILDLIFE TRUST 

 
Visit: www.ewt.org.za 
or phone 011 372 3600 

 

“CONSERVATION 
 IN ACTION” 

 

Disclaimer: The 
opinions expressed 

in this newsletter are 
not necessarily 

those of the Editor 
or the Modderfontein 

Conservation 
Society. 

Image of the Archaeopteryx feather 
published in von Meyer's 1862 description 

 

5 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/default.asp?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=25391
mailto:peter.greaves@tiscali.co.za
mailto:jdej@icon.co.za


Sean Byrne points out the location of 
underground water at Thornhill Manor.  
Looking on are Ann Raats, Rand Aid’s 
Zabeth Zuhlsdorff and Charles Power. 

A plan of Thornhill Manor Retirement 
Village helps Sean (right) decide 
where to begin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In the last issue of your newsletter, Conservation Society member Ann Raats placed an advert looking for a water 
diviner to help find underground water at Thornhill Manor Retirement Village in 
Modderfontein. 
     Shortly before going to press with this issue, Ann was contacted by new 
Society member (and Modderfontein Reserve Honorary Ranger) Sean Byrne 
offering his services. 
     A meeting was arranged at which Sean studied a plan of the Village. Even 

before setting foot outside, Sean had 
decided on the most likely location of 
underground water. 
     A site visit followed and Sean 
backed up his estimate with divining 
rods and his own powerful gift of 
divination.  “There’s much water 
flowing here,” he said “Up to 1 200 
litres an hour.”  He also suggested that 
the location was no more than about 
15 m underground. 
     It’s now up to Ann and the Village 
Committee to decide how to move 

forward.  “I had been thinking about a full-blown borehole,” says Ann, “but I 
might now have to revise my ideas and think around a well and maybe an 
elevated reservoir.”  Initially it is planned to use the borehole to water common, 
nearby areas in the village, but this could be extended in time. 
     Chairman of the Village Committee, Charles Power expressed his 
appreciation to Sean for his time, effort and generous advice. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A SPRING DAY PICNIC IN THE 
MODDERFONTEIN RESERVE WITH MEMBERS OF 
THE JOHANNESBURG HERITAGE FOUNDATION 

 

SUNDAY, 1st SEPTEMBER 
 

Members of The Johannesburg Heritage Foundation (JHF) will be enjoying an outing with a 
picnic lunch at Fish Eagle Dam after viewing the historic buildings at the Isidleke Centre. 

Conservation Society members have been invited to join in and to make this a celebration of 
our being granted Affiliation Status of the Foundation. 

 
MEET  :  Keith Martin and Flo Bird 
TIME  : 11.00 am 
PARK  :   Modderfontein Reserve 
COST  : R30.00 per person R15.00 Pensioners and children under 12.  

: Bring your own picnic basket, chairs, rugs and walking gear if 
  you want to walk with our guests in the Reserve.  

 

DIVINER UP TO THE TASK 
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INVITATION TO CELEBRATE 

MODDER’S HERITAGE 


