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his is already our second newsletter for 2013 – how time flies!! 
     Our AGM is behind us and we welcome two eager new members 

onto the Society’s committee:  Peter Olive and Jenny Gough.  We hope 
their involvement with the committee and the opportunity to participate 
more actively in the Society’s decision making process and special projects 
will give them much personal satisfaction.   
     Since the official launch of the Modderfontein Reserve in September last year our membership 
units have grown and so have the number of rangers that keep a watchful eye on the activities in the 
Reserve over weekends.  As word of the existence of the Reserve spreads a greater number of 
people are taking the time to come and see this hidden treasure in the midst of a rapidly urbanising 
area.   
     Others are also discovering the Reserve as a venue for larger spectator activities for running and 
cycling.  The number of cyclists visiting the Reserve is growing and the starting point has now moved 
to the Isidleke complex.  The bulk of the cycling trails snake through the open space outside of the 
official Reserve.   
 

CHALLENGE 
One of the challenges in managing the Reserve is managing people’s expectations of what can take 
place in it.  Walking and birding members and visitors that frequently visit the Reserve start to 
understand and appreciate the ecological dynamic that takes place over the seasons and from one 
year to the next:  the new sightings of indigenous bulbs, the discovery of nesting areas for raptors and 
refuge areas for buck, the tell-tale signs (spoor and faeces) of fauna large and small and the sprouting 
of indigenous trees and shrubs create much excitement. 
     It is when this dynamic is appreciated that the Modderfontein Reserve becomes a truly special 
place in the ever developing concrete jungle.  It is in providing the opportunity for nature to develop 
and run its course with minimal human interference that presents the biggest management challenge. 
     It is very distressing to discover the lifeless bodies of crabs and other fauna that have been run 
over.  People forget that what we have in the Reserve is the result of many years of minimal human 
interference and it will only be through managing this interference that we will be able to sustain the 
existence of the fauna and flora. 
     In order to afford visitors a greater experience of the Reserve, the Society has been very busy 
developing new walking trails.  These have been temporarily marked with colours which will soon be 
replaced by animal footprint markers.  A number of focal points have also been identified with a short 
description of each point.  The walking trails and the focal points will be incorporated into a map of 
trails (see story on page 3). 
     A start has also been made in preparing the environmental education centre so that groups of 
children can be hosted for experiential learning activities in the Reserve, one of the Society’s main 
objectives.   
     Exciting times are ahead! 
 
Ellen van Dongen 
Chairman 
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Ellen van Dongen at the official 
launch of the Reserve last year. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
ore than 50 people attended the Annual General 
Meeting in March. 

     As usual, the meeting went smoothly with Pat van 
Nierop reading Ellen van Dongen’s Chairman’s 
Report for the past year, the Treasurer’s report 
being tabled and the election of the next year’s 
committee almost a formality. 
     What set this election apart from the past 
several years was the resignation of Norman Doak 
(see story below) and the inclusion of two new 
members, Jenny Gough and Peter Olive – both 
relatively new members, but very enthusiastic. 
     At the first committee meeting following the AGM, the 
committee’s portfolios were re-affirmed with Pat van Nierop stepping 
down from Vice-Chairman to make way for Sally Hogan. 
     In addition to the Vice-Chairmanship, Sally will also handle liaison with the Endangered 
Wildlife Trust (EWT) and education. 
     An Education Sub-Committee on which several members of your committee will also serve has been set up.  
This Sub-Committee still has to have its inaugural meeting, but the idea behind it is to promote environmental 
education within nearby communities, in conjunction with the EWT.  Helping to facilitate this is the refurbishment 
of a disused explosives storage magazine on the northern shore of Fish Eagle Dam.  So far, the exterior of the 
magazine has been patched up and painted, new gutters installed and broken windows replaced with Perspex 
panes.  On the inside, the walls have been painted and a carpenter is refurbishing the workbenches salvaged 
from the Old Barn at Isidleke.  Waterless toilets and a water storage tank have been erected under the 
management of Luke Strugnell and Graham Millard of the EWT. 
     Other portfolios have been ‘adjusted’ slightly here and there.  See page 4 for the Committee list. 
 

Highest award for Norman Doak 

 

Chairman Ellen van Dongen presented Norman Doak with your Society’s 
highest honour at the April evening meeting, in recognition of the unselfish 
and enthusiastic work he has done as a committee member over the past 
12 years. 
     The award has been presented only twice before – to Ken England 
and Karl Köhler. 
     Norman has made a major contribution to the Society over the years 
when nothing has been too much trouble for him and he has pitched in 
with gusto wherever he was needed.  His work as a trail guide and an 
educator has made a significant impact on many, especially young minds.  
Scouts from surrounding communities – as far afield as Kensington – 
have benefitted from his vast store of bush craft knowledge and will have 
learned valuable lessons in conservation and environmental awareness. 
     While Norman left the committee at the end of March to devote more 
time to scouting development, he will continue as an Honorary 

Ranger and an active member of your Society.        
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COMMITTEE CHANGES 

AND PORTFOLIOS 

 
Sally Hogan, Peter Olive 

and Jenny Gough 

Norman Doak receives his Hon. 
Life Membership from Chairman 
Ellen van Dongen 

Get ‘spaced out’ with Lorraine Doyle 

Take a ‘whistle stop tour of the Universe’ with Lorraine Doyle at the next evening meeting of the 
Society 
     The meeting is in the Town Hall at 1 Casino Road on Thursday 23 May at 19:30. 
     Lorraine is Managing Director of Africa Nature Training (ANT), a company dedicated to 
conservation and environmental training.  Her talk will take a look at our place in space as the 3

rd
 rock 

from the sun and expand to the wonders of our galaxy and beyond. 
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Trail development and maintenance have been receiving priority 

attention over the past few summer months. 

     Sally Hogan and Robbie Vermont spent several weeks mapping out the walking trails using GPS readings 
while Luke Strugnell downloaded the data in preparation for formally marking the trails and producing self-guided 
walk maps later, when the signage is complete. 
     Meanwhile John Cruickshank, with the help of Luke, Graham Millard and Samkelo Mmcube’s maintenance 
team, went ahead with the process of finalising the basic trail routes and devising a trail maintenance schedule. 
     The trails have been designed keeping in mind the basic philosophy that straight trails are uninteresting so 
these meander through grassland, woodland, hills and valleys in order to vary the walking experience and to 
include a bit of intrigue as to what may be seen round the next bend. 
     The names of various animals have been used to identify the different trails and it is planned to produce 
signage which will indicate the trails using hoof/footprints of the relevant animals.  The animals will include zebra, 
duck, otter, reedbuck, jackal and guinea fowl. 
     These trails mainly start and end at Fish Eagle Dam.  Some are quite short, others are as long as eight to 
10 km.  They intersect at various points in the Reserve and can be combined to make longer or shorter walks, 
depending on the individual’s energy levels.  Heartland has commissioned some new bridges to enable the trails 
to cross rivers and ditches. 
     Points of interest (focal points) have been included along the trails.  Some of these are natural such as 
plough-breakers (Erythrina zeyheri), aloes, tumbleweeds and groves of indigenous trees and shrubs; others are 
historical such as Schoeman’s Drift where ox-wagons used to cross the Modderspruit, the Near Range explosive 
testing facility and denitrification ponds used in the factory’s effluent treatment investigations.  There are even 
some that are current such as the Valley of Desolation where educational projects are undertaken to stem the 
effects of erosion and the boreholes used to monitor the ground water quality. 
     To see some of these attractions, walkers will need to deviate from main trails and short loops have been 
included for this purpose. 
 

 
 
 

 

An award ceremony of a different type took place on the banks 
of Fish Eagle Dam after a Tuesday walk on a lovely April 
morning. 
     John Cruickshank was presented with 
a GPS device in appreciation of the hours 
of work and effort he has put in to marking 
and maintaining trails in the Modderfontein 
Reserve.  The presentation was made by 
past Chairman and Vice-Chairman, Pat 
van Nierop. 
     While never being a formal committee 
member, John has worked long and hard 

behind the scenes to drive the trail development programme. 
     It was noted that his own steam-driven device was huffing, puffing and 
wheezing to keep up with modern developments and was no longer 
compatible with the new technologies being used by the EWT in 
formalising trail routes. 
     Two other awards were presented that morning – to Luke Strugnell and 
Graham Millard of the EWT.   Committee member Carol Sherwood 
handed over the awards which took the form of woolen pompoms 
mounted on a stick and buried in a flower pot. 
     These were a little tongue-in-cheek; a fun form of acknowledging their work in clearing most of the 
alien, invasive pom-pom weed (Campuloclinium macrocephalum) from the Reserve.  They also 
acknowledged the leading role both men are playing in the development of the Reserve and the close 
working relationship that has developed between the EWT and the Society. 

KEEPING TO THE NOT 

SO STRAIGHT AND 

NARROW 

Special awards for special folk 
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Luke Strugnell and Graham Millard 
at Fish Eagle Dam with their pom-
poms 

John Cruickshank receives his 
gift from Pat van Nierop 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR COMMITTEE 
Name Portfolio Home phone Cell phone Office phone E-mail 

Ellen van Dongen 
Chairman 
Education 

011-462-3067 082-813-9611 011-606-0843 Ellen.VanDongen@aelms.com 

Sally Hogan 
Vice Chairman 
EWT Liaison 
Education 

011-608-3089 082-291-8084  shogan@global.co.za 

Janet Brodrick Minutes 011-453-3910 072-679-6461  janbrod@iburst.co.za 

John Clark Tuesday walks 011-454-1801 082-509-9856   

Peter Ewen 
Reserve 
Development 

011-608-4043 076-377-3263  petemar@gam.co.za 

Daryl Fuchs Technology 
 

083 395 0778  cyclotron@freestateprojects.org 

Jenny Gough Speaker Liaison 011-452-2201 082-685-0959  jagough@mailone.co.za 

Patricia Llewellyn Treasurer 011-882-4114  082-497-9241  tricial@mweb.co.za 

Keith Martin Heritage 011-608-2864 082-450-4003  keith2864@gmail.com 

Peter Olive 
Education 
Special Projects 

011-609-4708 083-461-6221  polive@mweb.co.za 

Carol Sherwood Special Projects 011-443-4114 082-906-5794  csherwood@telkomsa.net 

Rajen Reddy Special Projects  072-202-9749 081-599-9531 rjnrdy@gmail.com 

Pat van Nierop 
Birding 
CAER Committee 

011-882-4392 083-326-6838  pat.nierop@mweb.co.za 

Robbie Vermont 
Membership 
Publicity 

011-608-2693 082-800-3704  robbiev@netactive.co.za 

 

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER 

 
Please note that your 2013/2014 subscriptions were due on 1 March and, despite rising costs, your 
committee has not increased membership fees this year.  The rates are still: 
  Family:  R150.00 
  Individual: R90.00 
  Senior (60+): R60.00 (Individual) 
  Senior (60+):   R90.00 (Couple) 
 

Reserve entrance discount 
Entrance to the Reserve costs R30.00 per adult or R15.00 per child or pensioner but MCS members qualify 
for a substantial discount by paying the Conservation Fee up front.  This fee allows unlimited access to the 
Modderfontein Reserve during opening hours. 
 
Your MCS subscription and conservation fee amount to the following if paying in May.  On receipt of 
the money, the Endangered Wildlife Trust will issue a swipe card which will be your entrance ticket to the 
Reserve. 
 
MCS member pays: 
 Family:               R625.00 
 Individual:  R325.00 
 Senior (60+):  R300.00 (Individual)  
 Senior (60+):      R575.00 (Couple) 
 
If you are remitting by cheque or cash, PLEASE ENSURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR NAME WITH YOUR 
PAYMENT. 
     Direct deposits can be made to:  Modderfontein Conservation Society, ABSA Bank, Savings Account,  
Branch No: 632005, Account No: 29976791.  Please use your name as a reference otherwise we cannot 
trace the source of the funds, and fax confirmation of payment to 011 608 2693 during office hours, 
or e-mail proof to robbiev@netactive.co.za. 
     If you have already paid or have honorary status, please ignore this reminder.  With thanks for your kind 
co-operation. 
     If you have any questions, please contact Robbie Vermont on 011 608 2693 or 082 800 3704. 
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Notes: 

 Saturday and Sunday walks leave from the Nature Reserve gates in Ardeer Road promptly at the 

advertised times. 

 Tuesday walkers meet in the Pinelands Office Park parking area opposite the gates to the Reserve. 

 Bird Walks are held on the first Saturday of every month. 

 For times and info: Pat Ayling on 082 465 3683 or Pat van Nierop on 083 326 6838. 

 FOR ALL WALKS, BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND 
 

 Evening meetings take place in the Modderfontein Town Hall at 1 Casino Road. 

 Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R20 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks.  

Conservation fee to enter Reserve – R30/adult and R15/child or pensioner. 

 For full year programme see Walks & Talks at www.modderconserve.org 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Programme of events: 2013          (Updated 22.01.2013) 

May 

Saturday     11   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday     23  19:30 Lorraine Doyle of Africa Nature Training (ANT) takes us 
on a ‘whistle stop tour of the universe’ 

Sunday        26   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: John Clark (h) 011 454 1801 (c) 082 509 9856 

June 

Saturday     8    08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday     20   19:30 Clive Hopcroft speaks on “Bird Intelligence”.  Don’t miss it. 

Sunday      23     08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all    08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Ellen van Dongen (h) 011 462 3067 (c) 082 813 9611 

July 

Saturday    13    08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   18   19:30 Pam’s Annual Quiz 

Sunday      28   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact: Pam & Robbie Vermont (h) 011 608 2693 (c) 082 800 3704 

 

August 

Saturday   10   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday   22  19:30 Luke Strugnell update on Reserve rehabilitation 

Sunday      25   08:00 Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays:  all   08:30 Walk in the Reserve with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact: Keith Martin (h) 011 608 2864 (c) 082 450 4003 

TELL US ABOUT IT 

 
If you’ve changed your phone number or 
address please remember to tell 
Membership Secretary Robbie Vermont 
about it.  We’d like to stay in touch but 
cannot unless we know where you are.  
Also, if your membership status 
changes, please let us know 

Photocopying of hard 
copies with thanks to the 

ENDANGERED 
WILDLIFE TRUST 

 
Visit: www.ewt.org.za 
or phone 011 372 3600 

 

“CONSERVATION 
 IN ACTION” 

 

Disclaimer: The 
opinions expressed 

in this newsletter are 
not necessarily 

those of the Editor 
or the Modderfontein 

Conservation 
Society. 
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WANTED 
 

Water diviner 
wanted to help find 
underground water 
at Thornhill Manor 
Retirement Village 
in Modderfontein. 

Contact Ann Raats 
on 011 608 3754 or 

083 600 4337 or 
ann@linkstar.co.za 

 


