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Over 100 members and friends of the 
Modderfontein Conservation Society celebrated 
the Society’s 21

st
 Birthday at the Isidleke (Zulu 

for The Nest) Centre in the Modderfontein 
Reserve on 9 September. 
     Following two days of torrential rain, the 
celebration was blessed with a warm, sunny day – 
perfect for a picnic. 
     For some, the day started early with a brisk walk 
in the Reserve, others started a little later with a 
slow amble.  Some committee members and walk 
leaders showed visitors around while others 
prepared the venue for the function. 
 

Formalities 
All came together at noon with a few formalities in 
the amphitheatre. Chairman Ellen van Dongen gave 
some background about the Society and how it 
developed over the years.  She was followed by 
Anthony Diepenbroek, MD of Heartland, who 
painted a picture of how the Reserve would be 
developed in the future.  The last speaker, Len 
Larson, a former Modderfontein Factory Manager 
talked about the commitment of the Factory’s 
management team to move towards a cleaner, 
healthier environment and how they worked 
towards that objective with the establishment of the 
Nature Reserve and the MCS. 
     The formal part of the day over, everyone 
distributed themselves in the lovely grounds of the 
centre and enjoyed a picnic in the Reserve. 
     Janet Brodrick, Keith Martin, Peter Ewen and 
Keith Williams had put together a number of 
exhibits featuring aspects of MCS activities and  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Panoramic view of Isidleke by Lucia Cowan 
 

these were displayed in Dobb’s house. 
 

Photo book 
Your committee launched a limited edition (60 
copies) photo book, co-ordinated by Daryl Fuchs 
using words and photos from many sources, which 
covers some of the history and activities of the 
Society over the years.  The book has been 
produced to commemorate our 21

st
 birthday as well 

as a fund-raising project and is available to 
members at R450.00.  Contact a committee 
member soon to secure your copy as they are 
selling well.  
 

Thanks! 
Ellen thanked everyone who helped make the day a 
huge success.  “There were so many people 
involved that I cannot single out individuals,” she 
said.  “We received help from all committee 
members, Tuesday walkers, Heritage helpers and 
even from members of the wider Modderfontein 
community who are not even members of the 
Society.  We also received unstinting help from 
Heartland in making the venue available and 
helping to sort out various problems that occurred 
including water and electricity cuts.” 
     Ellen also had a very special word of thanks for 
AECI Limited which very generously sponsored the 
food and drink needed to entertain the VIP guests 
invited to attend the function. “These folk 
represented some very important organisations who 
have helped our Society over many years through 
personal involvement and contributions, and with 
financial help or sponsorships of one kind or 
another,” she concluded. (See photos on page 2) 
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21st BIRTHDAY GALLERY 
With thanks to Lucia Cowan and Malcolm Collett for the photographs 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Walkers gather in the early morning            Jenny Gough & Jen    Walkers hit the trail 
              Cruickshank plan a route 

 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Some folk took a long, fast walk… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Organiser, Sally Hogan and EWT’s 
        Emily Taylor in pensive mood. 

 
 
                Chairman Ellen van    
                             Dongen welcomes guests. 

 
   …others a short, slower amble. 

 
 
        Picnickers begin to spread out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Past Factory Manager, Len  
                   Larson shares a joke. 

 

 

 

 
Left: Guests 
gathered in the 
amphitheatre at 
noon for the 
formalities of 

the day  
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MODDERFONTEIN RESERVE LAUNCH 

   Nature on your doorstep 

     FLAMINGOES 

     RETURN TO 

     MODDER 

     Flamingoes returned to 
     Flamingo Dam this year. 
     Lesley Rae captured this 
     Image of Greater and 
     Lesser Flamingoes.   
                Photo by Lesley Rae 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
eartland, in collaboration 
with the Endangered Wildlife 

Trust (EWT) officially launched 
the Modderfontein Reserve to 
the public at a mid-day function 
at Isidleke on Wednesday 19 
September. 
     This event heralded a number 
of changes your Society will need 
to adapt to (See item on 
Membership changes).  The 
changes – particularly the need to 
pay Reserve subscriptions – have 
been brought about by the fact that 
the Reserve will have to be self-
sustaining in the future.  We hope 
that the changes will enhance the 
Modderfontein Experience and that 
all our members will retain their 
membership, whether they take up 
the option of subscribing to the 
Reserve or not. 
     Heartland has rezoned the final 
275ha Modderfontein Reserve site 
to private open space.  This means 
that the Reserve is now accessible 
to the public in a controlled fashion.  
     Anthony Diepenbroek, CEO of 
Heartland, says he is excited about 
reaching this milestone. 
“Heartland’s team, the EWT and 
the MCS have achieved a great 
deal so far in the process of 
formalising the Reserve.  A good 
foundation has been laid and work 
will continue to restore the 
ecosystem balance and provide a 
safe and enjoyable space for the 
public in this unique piece of 
Highveld.” 
     The EWT has been appointed 
by Heartland to operate the 
Reserve.  They will run the 
Reserve on a day to day basis and 
have formulated a business plan to 
ensure its future sustainability.  
     The MCS is playing a vital role 
in the reserve, having had an 
interest in the area for the past 21 
years.  They organise various 
regular activities in the Reserve 
and a number of the MCS 
members are actively assisting 
EWT with various conservation 
activities in the area.  
     There are several reasons why 
formalising the area as a privately 
owned reserve was the prefered 
option.  While the land is owned by 
AECI, and while maintenance and 
conservation work come at a high 
cost, uncontrolled public access 
comes with inherent risks.  An 
open space without anyone to 
manage and maintain it lends itself 

to abuse and potential 
degeneration into an unsafe area.  
Proper management of the 
Reserve ensures that the space is 
safe for recreation.  It also ensures 

the protection of indigenous flora 
and fauna, the prevention of 
pollution and invasion by alien 
vegetation.  
     Education programmes already 
play an important role in the 
Reserve.  These focus on schools 
and other interest groups as well 
as university students who have 
used the area for research and 
field work in their studies. These 
programmes and new ones will 
continue in the future. 
     The community now has access 
to the Reserve at a cost of R30 per 
adult and R15 for children and 
pensioners.  An annual fee option 
is also available for those who want 
to access it regularly.  This can be 
a stand-alone Reserve subscription 
or can be in conjunction with MCS 
membership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Robbie Vermont shows off the MCS 
21

st
  Birthday limited edition photo book 

to guests at the launch, Mark and 
Margie Pretorius. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dignitaries planted a River Bushwillow 
as part of the Reserve launch.  They 

are Heartland CEO Anthony 
Diepenbroek, AECI Managing Director 
Graham Edwards, EWT CEO Yolan 

Friedman and MCS Chairman Ellen van 
Dongen. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

NEW POSTER FOR 

MODDER LIBRARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Sally Hogan has replaced this poster 

     featuring the ‘Resurrection’ buildings  
     in the Modder Library with one 
     featuring historical aspects of the 

     Modderfontein Reserve.  Take a  
     look at the new one. 
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   See page 5 for 

 new fee structure 
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 Saturday and Sunday walks leave from the Reserve gates in Ardeer Road at the advertised times 

 Tuesday walkers meet in the CSIR parking area opposite the gates to the Reserve 

 FOR ALL WALKS, BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND 

 Evening meetings take place in the Modderfontein Town Hall at 1 Casino Road 

 Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R20 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Programme of events: 2012 

October Saturday     13      07:30      Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday     18     19:30      Johan Marais – leading Herpetologist will talk on snakes 

Sunday        28      07:30      Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays     all      08:00      Walk in the Reserve – John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact:   Patricia Llewellyn on 011 882 4114 or 082 497 9241    

November Saturday     10      07:00      Walk in the Reserve 
Thursday      22      19:30       Astri & John Leroy talk on Madagascar’s Virgin Jungle 

Sunday        25      07:00      Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays     all      08:00      Walk in the Reserve – John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact:  Sally Hogan on 011 608 3089 or 082 291 8084 

December Friday           07      16:00      End of year walk and braai 
 
The walk will start at 16:00 and the braais lit at about 18:00.  Come when you can and bring your 
own food, drinks, cutlery, crockery and something to sit on. 

Tuesdays     all      08:00      Walk in the Reserve – John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact:  Any Committee member 

YOUR COMMITTEE 

Name Portfolio Home phone Cell phone Office phone E-mail 

Ellen van Dongen Chairman 011-462-3067 082-813-9611 011-606-0843 Ellen.VanDongen@aelms.com 

Pat van Nierop Vice Chairman 011-882-4392 083-326-6838  pat.nierop@mweb.co.za 

John Clark Tuesday walks 011-454-1801 082-509-9856   

Norman Doak Community liaison 011-608-2537 082-447-9293  normandoak@telkomsa.net 

Robbie Vermont Membership 011-608-2693 082-800-3704  robbiev@netactive.co.za 

Patricia Llewellyn Treasurer 011-882-4114  082-497-9241  tricial@mweb.co.za 

Keith Martin Heritage 011-608-2864 082-450-4003  keith2864@gmail.com 

Janet Brodrick Speaker liaison 011-453-3910 072-679-6461  janbrod@iburst.co.za 

Peter Ewen 
Reserve 
development 

011-608-4043 076-377-3263  petemar@gam.co.za 

Daryl Fuchs Technology  083 395 0778  cyclotron@freestateprojects.org 

Carol Sherwood Special Projects 011-443-4114 082-906-5794  csherwood@telkomsa.net 

Rajen Reddy Special Projects  071-686-0631 011-709-8726 rreddy@bme.co.za 

Sally Hogan Special Projects 011-608-3089 082-291-8084  shogan@global.co.za 

TELL US ABOUT IT 

 
If you’ve changed your phone number or 
address please remember to tell 
Membership Secretary Robbie Vermont 
about it.  We’d like to stay in touch but 
cannot unless we know where you are.  
Also, if your membership status 

changes, please let us know 

Photocopying of hard 
copies with thanks to the 

ENDANGERED 
WILDLIFE TRUST 

 
Visit: www.ewt.org.za 
or phone 011 372 3600 

 

“CONSERVATION 
 IN ACTION” 

 

Disclaimer: The 
opinions expressed 
in this newsletter are 

not necessarily 
those of the Editor 

or the Modderfontein 
Conservation 

Society. 
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With the launch of the Modderfontein Reserve, there are changes regarding access to the Reserve and 
fees to be paid. 
 

1. Modderfontein Reserve  admission fee  
The Modderfontein Reserve admission fee structure for non MCS members is as follows: 

 

Category 
Casual 

Reserve 
fee/day 

Annual 
Reserve  

subs 

Monthly 
cost 

Individual  500.00 41.67 

Family  1000.00 83.33 

Adult R30.00   

Child/ Pensioner R15.00   

 
2. MCS Membership changes 

The Modderfontein Reserve admission fee structure for new and current MCS members is as follows: 
 

Option 1:  MCS membership only.  Admission to the Reserve will require the payment of a visitor fee 
of R30 per adult and R15 per child. 

Option 2:       MCS membership plus Reserve annual membership.  This option will work out cheaper for 
people who want to access the Reserve regularly i.e. more than 10 times a year. 

 
The fees are explained in the table: 

Membership Category 
Annual 

MCS 
Subs 

Annual 
Reserve  

Subs 

MCS + 
Annual 
Reserve  

 

MCS and 
Reserve 
Monthly 

cost 

Individual 90.00 300.00 390.00 32.50 

Family 150.00 600.00 750.00 62.50 

Senior (over 60) individual 60.00 300.00 360.00 30.00 

Senior (over 60) couple 90.00 600.00 690.00 57.50 

 
Fees are payable for the full year on 1 March.  For members joining after the 1 March the annual subs 
will be charged pro rata.  
     We are still awaiting clarification regarding discounts for groups and special interest visits. 
     We hope you will opt to remain a member of the Society as there are a number of benefits that will     

continue: 

 Regular outings within the Modderfontein area 

 Reduced fee to talks/presentations on varied relevant topics 

 Maintaining checklists/sightings records 

 Participating in Modderfontein Reserve management activities 

 Enjoying involvement in the preservation of Modderfontein’s heritage 

 Having a voice on the Modderfontein Reserve Umbrella Association 

 

MCS/RESERVE CHANGES 

 

YOUR HELP IN THE RESERVE CAN CUT 

YOUR COSTS 

 
Luke Strugnell of the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) who is the Manager of the 
Modderfontein Reserve has called on MCS members to volunteer a little of their time to act as 
Honorary Rangers in the Reserve. 
     This will involve patrolling the Reserve occasionally, depending on the number of people who 
volunteer, making sure that visitors are abiding by the rules which are posted at the new entry gate, 
being available to alert the EWT of any untoward activity taking place or incidences of accident, 
illness or emergencies of any type.   
     To help you carry out these duties, rangers will be equipped with a two-way radio and a magnetic 
sign for the door of your vehicle indicating Honorary Ranger status and authority. 
In exchange you will be given a Modderfontein Reserve shirt and free access to the Reserve at all 
times.  Before the extent of the duty periods can be fixed, Luke needs to know how much help he can 
rely on.  If this interests you, please contact: Ellen van Dongen on 082 813 9611 or drop her an email 
on Ellen.vandongen@aelms.com 
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