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Keith Martin addresses Conservation Society members who attended the inaugural Heritage 
Workshop.  Seated are Katina Hartman, Robbie Vermont, Sue Brandon, Jenny Gough, Eileen 
Powell and Wendy Martin.                   Photo by courtesy of the Bedfordview & Edenvale News 
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recent Heritage Workshop held at 
St Francis in the Wood Church 

was attended by 14 enthusiastic folk 
and resulted in the formation of a 
working group which, among other 
things, will help Heartland with its 
move to establish a Heritage Precinct 
in the old village. 
     Keith Martin chaired the meeting, 
assisted by Peter Ewen and Sally 
Hogan. 
     A number of heritage topics were 
discussed but primarily it was 
emphasised that Modderfontein will 
change as development forges ahead 
and that it is important to save 
whatever can be preserved and to 
record what can’t.  Subjects covered 
in the discussions included: 
     Sally asked for everyone to be 
aware of the need to collect 
memorabilia in the form of artifacts 
and photographs that will help record 
Modder’s rich and varied history. 
     A virtual treasure trove of 
documents and memoirs has been 
given to the Society by Hon Life 
Member Karl Köhler and Keith 
reported that Heartland has provided 
a building for the storage of these 
items. 
     The meeting discussed the 
possibility of extending our heritage  
walks and maybe even introducing 
self-guided walks in the future.  
 It also reviewed the way forward for  

 

 
 

the Modderfontein  Movie which is 
making progress. 
     Because The Dynamite Company 
Museum is only open Monday to 
Wednesday and Friday from 08:00 to 
12:00, it was suggested that the 
working group could form a “friends of 
the museum” group and help out by 
manning the museum for a period 
over week-ends so that working 
people would have an opportunity to 
visit and bring their friends and 
families along. 
     Keith is the contact if you would 
like to know more. 
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The Modderfontein 
Conservation Society is 
21 years old this year 
and, to celebrate this 
occasion, we are planning an 
event in the Reserve on Sunday 9 
September. 
     This will take the form of 
morning walks followed by a bring 
and braai or picnic at Fish Eagle 
Dam. 
     We will be inviting a number of 
special guests.  Among them will 
  

(Continued on page 2) 
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HERITAGE GAINS MOMENTUM 

IN MODDERFONTEIN 

 

TRAIL BLAZING GETS PRIORITY 

John Clark, Ellen van Dongen, Jen & John Cruickshank, Flick Grube, Sally Hogan, 
A N Other and Carol Sherwood plot a plan in The Lapa at Fish Eagle Dam.  

Photo by Jonathan Cook.    See story on page 2. 
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be company executives from our 
sponsors and patrons, those who 
have given us special help over 
the years, EWT representatives 
and our Honorary Life Members 
Ken England and Karl Köhler. 
     Sally Hogan is co-ordinating 
the celebration and has hopes of 
having exhibitions and 
presentations on the day.  She is 
also looking at arranging a few 
formalities. 
     It is intended to encourage 
members of the wider 
Modderfontein community to get 
involved and to attend the event. 
     Help will be needed and 
members of the Society are 
asked to volunteer.  Likely areas 
of need will be leading walks, 
manning the exhibits and stalls, 
supervising parking, organising 
braai fires etc.. 
     If you can see your way clear 
to helping your Society for a day, 
please call a committee member 
and put your name down.  See 
Committee list for contact details. 
 

 

Trail blazers 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
Members of your committee and 
others have gathered in the 
Reserve on a number of 
Saturdays recently to plan new 
trails which will be compatible 
with the reduced footprint of the 
reserve. 
     Due to the changes taking 
place, there is a need to map 
trails in sympathy with areas that 
have been identified with different 
levels of activity.  These levels 
range from high activity which will 
include self-guided trails to 
medium for guided walks to 
sanctuary areas where the only 
intrusion should be for 
maintenance or research 
purposes. 
     The teams have worked hard 
at laying out the trails and 
slashing and clearing the 
vegetation.  They are also 
working toward marking the self-
guided trails with colour-coded 
indicators. 

 

 

 

 

 
A few of the members who helped Curator 

Martie Smith (right) are Janet Brodrick, 
Pam Vermont, Tricia Llewellyn and John 
Dalton. 
 

he Dynamite Company Museum 
in Modderfontein opened on 

Friday 18 May in celebration of 
International Museum Day. 
     With one local school having 
booked a tour for “about 100 children” 
on the day, curator Martie Smith 
invited the public to visit as well. 
     To cope with the expected influx, 
members of the Modderfontein 
Conservation Society’s heritage arm 
turned out to help Martie on the day.  
However, the school party did not 
arrive and those folk who did turn up 
were given special treatment. 
     International Museum Day has 
been observed all over the world 
since 1977.  South Africa’s 
Department of Arts and Culture 
encourages people to visit museums 
by explaining: “Museums are an 
important means of cultural 
exchange, enrichment of cultures and 
development of mutual 
understanding, co-operation and 
peace among peoples. Visit your 
local museum on International 
Museum Day.” 

 
 
 
 
 

      
     The Dynamite 
Company Museum, 
while chronicling the 
technical history of 
AECI as a producer 
of explosives and 
chemicals, also 
provides a social 
commentary and 
insight into the part 
played by some of 
the world famous 
figures who helped 
shape the destiny of 
southern Africa.  
These include Alfred 

Nobel, Paul Kruger, Robert Baden-
Powell, Cecil John Rhodes and Sir 
Ernest and Harry Oppenheimer.  The 
contribution made by AECI’s polyglot 
workforce is included in the story told 
by the museum. 
     The museum is located at No 2 
Main Street in one of the first two  
domestic houses built there back in 
1895.  This house was occupied 
almost continuously for close to 90 
years before being restored in 1987 
to house The Dynamite Company 
Museum. 

AEL Mining Services’ Kelley Chiumia took 
advantage of International Museum Day to 
research some background for a business 

school assignment. 

 
The facade is almost exactly as it was 
when the house was built by Austrian, 
Italian and German artisans.  Their 
painstaking craftsmanship is evident 
in the delicate tracery of the 
woodwork above the stoep. 
     There are interior and exterior 
exhibits ranging from the theodolite 
used by Johann Rissik to survey 
Modderfontein to the giant Peter 
Brotherhood compressor used at the 
factory’s No 2 Ammonia Plant (1953 
to 1987). In addition, the museum’s 
archive section forms the base of a 
valuable source of knowledge for 
researchers of South African history. 
 
(Left): Peter Ewen with Tristan Potgieter – 

a resident of Greenstone Hill, who showed 
great interest in Modderfontein’s heritage. 

T 

Museum celebrates special day 
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????    

Who was it that deposited their 
subscriptions in our account on 
28 April and did not put a name 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
on his/her deposit slip or advise  
Robbie of the payment? 
     Please let him know who you  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           ???? 

are as he would like to send you 
a receipt and a 2012/13 
membership card. 

     WORLD EARTH DAY 

     PHOTO ESSAY 

     Photography by Carol Sherwood 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Luke Strugnell tells tales of 
the forest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A fun day out does wonders for         Chairman Ellen van Dongen welcomes everyone to  
the spirit                                             Modderfontein 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students receive a lesson on the 
importance of trees and how to go about 
planting them 
 
 
           Happiness is … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once again your Society hosted students from five 
Wildlife and Environment Society of SA (WESSA) Eco 
Schools to a day out in the Modderfontein Reserve.  
Fun and games were provided by Rand Water, 
Johannesburg Zoo, Gauteng Departments of Arts, 
Culture and Education and Agriculture and Rural 
Development, MILO and others. 
     The day was made possible due to the generous 
sponsorship of AEL Mining Services and Pat van 
Nierop’s organizational skills. 
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YOUR SUPPORT IS VALUABLE 
Anyone who has not yet paid their subscriptions for 2012/13, please do so 
as soon as possible.  We need your support and really do appreciate all the 
help we can get.  It’s not expensive. Current fees are:  
     Individual membership   – R90.00 
     Family membership   – R150.00 
     Individual Senior (over 60)  – R60.00 
     Couples Senior (over 60)   – R90.00 
For your convenience, direct deposits can be  
made to Modderfontein Conservation Society, 
ABSA Bank Savings Account No 29976791. 
Please use your name as a reference and fax 
confirmation of payment to Robbie at 011 608 2693 
during office hours.  Alternatively, you can drop a cheque or cash into the 
Modderfontein Post Office addressed to Robbie at P O Box 50, post free, 
remembering to include your name and address. 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU 

Three years ago your Society ran a highly successful basic course in field 
                      guiding.  The course was conducted by renowned South  
                          African field guide trainer and motivational speaker 
                           Ria Milburn. 
 
                            We are  pleased to tell you that Ria is willing to conduct 
                            another course for our members.  We need to know how 
                           many of you would be interested in attending this 
                     course before we begin to fix the details so please advise 
                     Robbie (see committee list for contact details) if you would like 
                    to attend. 
 
This is a one day intensive course (08:00 to 17:00) that includes various 
topics relating to field guiding in general as well as some Modderfontein-
specific content.  A finger lunch will be provided.  And the cost?  About R80. 
 
But, as the saying goes, there’s no such thing as a free lunch.  Members  
who attend the course will be asked to provide back-up to the committee by 
leading walks in the Reserve.  These may be for outside groups or on 
scheduled events if a committee member is, perhaps, suddenly unavailable. 
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 Heritage Day walks – bookings essential.  Call Robbie or Keith.  Cost R30.00 per person 

 Saturday and Sunday walks leave from the Reserve gates in Ardeer Road at the advertised times 

 Tuesday walkers meet in the CSIR parking area opposite the gates to the Reserve 

 FOR ALL WALKS, BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND 

 Evening meetings take place in the Modderfontein Town Hall at 1 Casino Road 

 Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R20 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Programme of events: 2012 

June Saturday     09      08:00      Walk in the Reserve 

Thursday     21     19:30      John Coumbias talk: “Nature photography for all” 

Sunday        24      08:00      Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays     all      08:30      Walk in the Reserve – John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact:   Keith Martin on 011 608 2864 or 082 450 4003    

July Saturday     14      08:00      Walk in the Reserve 
Thursday      19      19:30       Pam’s annual quiz 

Sunday        29      08:00      Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays     all      08:30      Walk in the Reserve – John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact:  Pam & Robbie Vermont on 011 608 2693 or 082 800 3704 

August Saturday     11      08:00      Walk in the Reserve 
Thursday      23      19:30       EWT’s Luke Strugnell gives an update on Reserve rehabilitation  

Sunday        26      08:00      Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays     all      08:30      Walk in the Reserve – John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact:  Ellen van Dongen on 011 462 3067 or 082 813 9611 

September Saturday     08      07:30      Walk in the Reserve 
Thursday      20      19:30       Talk on Modder’s wonderful heritage 

Monday       24      08:00 & 10:30    Heritage Day walks round Modder’s Heritage Precinct 

Sunday        30      07:30      Walk in the Reserve 

Tuesdays     all      08:00      Walk in the Reserve – John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact:  Daryl Fuchs on 083 395 0778 

YOUR COMMITTEE 

Name Portfolio Home phone Cell phone Office phone 

Ellen van Dongen Chairman 011-462-3067 082-813-9611 011-606-0843 

Pat van Nierop Vice Chairman 011-882-4392 083-326-6838  

John Clark Tuesday walks 011-454-1801 082-509-9856  

Norman Doak Community liaison 011-608-2537 082-447-9293  

Robbie Vermont Membership 011-608-2693 082-800-3704  

Patricia Llewellyn Treasurer 011-882-4114  082-497-9241  

Keith Martin Heritage 011-608-2864 082-450-4003  

Janet Brodrick Speaker liaison 011-453-3910 072-679-6461  

Peter Ewen 
Reserve 
development 

011-608-4043 076-377-3263  

Daryl Fuchs Technology  083 395 0778  

Carol Sherwood  011-443-4114 082-906-5794  

Rajen Reddy   071-686-0631 011-709-8726 

Sally Hogan  011-608-3089 082-291-8084  

TELL US ABOUT IT 

 
If you’ve changed your phone number or 
address please remember to tell 
Membership Secretary Robbie Vermont 
about it.  We’d like to stay in touch but 
cannot unless we know where you are.  
Also, if your membership status 

changes, please let us know 

Photocopying of hard 
copies with thanks to the 

ENDANGERED 
WILDLIFE TRUST 

 
Visit: www.ewt.org.za 
or phone 011 372 3600 

 

“CONSERVATION 
 IN ACTION” 

 

Disclaimer: The 
opinions expressed 
in this newsletter are 

not necessarily 
those of the Editor 

or the Modderfontein 
Conservation 

Society. 
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