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his is our last newsletter for 2009 before 
everyone winds down for the festive season and 

takes a hard earned break to revitalize body, mind 
and spirit. 
     In the last newsletter I told you that we would be 
working together with Heartland on a plan for the 
development of the Park. 
     Two planning meetings have been held since 
then.  At the first meeting, attended by the whole 
committee, the broad principles of development 
were agreed.  At the second meeting work started 
on the design of the Park to provide for a new 
entrance and a new home for the Modderfontein 
Conservation Society which will also support 
environmental education and different categories of 
walking trails. 
     A vegetation management plan is being 
prepared so that the ecological balance currently 
existing in the Park is not disturbed too much when 
invasive alien plants are removed and indigenous 
vegetation planted instead. This is a good starting 
block for 2010.  
     So on that note, I wish you all a peaceful and 
blessed Christmas, a safe holiday and a good start 
to an exciting New Year. 
 
Ellen van Dongen 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 basic course in field guiding is being offered to 
members on Saturday 5 December.  The 

course will be conducted by renowned South 
African field guide trainer Ria Milburn.  It will include 
various topics relating to field guiding in general as 
well as some Modderfontein-specific content.  A 
finger lunch will be provided.  And the cost?  Just 
R50. 
     The course will run from 08:00 to 17:00 at a 
venue still to be decided, as this will depend on the 
number of attendees.  Your committee will be 
attending. 
     But, as the saying goes, there’s no such thing as 
a free lunch.  Members who attend the course will 
be asked to provide back-up to the committee by 
leading walks in the Conservation Park.  These may 
be for outside groups or on scheduled events if a 
committee member is, perhaps, suddenly 
unavailable. 
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The 
Modderfontein 
Conservation 

Society 
Committee 
wishes all 
members a 
wonderful, 
blessed 

Christmas and a 
safe and 

healthy 2010 
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We have decided to do something 
different this year and have our end-of-year 
braai at the Modderfontein Town Hall. 

The facilities at the Town Hall are good.  
There’s a boma in the quadrangle, there’s 
electricity, there’s water and there are 
toilets, so everything we need is available. 
     Please remember to bring all you will 
need – chairs, tables, food, drink, crockery 
and cutlery. 
     Fires will be lit at 18:00.  We look forward 
to seeing you there. 
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Anyone who has not yet bought 2010 
Conservation Society calendars could be 
disappointed.  They are selling well and have 
received compliments from all sectors of the 
Modderfontein community. 
     John Cumbias of the Edenvale Photographic 
Club provided the exceptional photographs of a 
springbok, a black-backed Jackal, a locust and a 
brilliant red dragonfly for the calendar.   
          Your committee expresses its grateful 
thanks to our calendar sponsors for their continued 
support: African Explosives Limited (AEL), NCP 
Chlorchem and Heartland. 
     Copies of the calendar are available from the 
Modderfontein Post Office where Chris and Carol 
provide their services free of charge as their 
contribution to the society, or at Society activities 
at just R20.00 each. 

 

     As time is limited, please respond on the 
attached form by no later than 20 November. 
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A view of the Japanese gardens at Brenthurst. 

Photograph by Tricia Llewellyn 
 

wo dozen Society members paid a memorable 
visit to Brenthurst gardens on a spectacular 

spring day in September.    
      The garden at Brenthurst Estate is rated as one 
of the finest in South Africa and can certainly be 
placed among the great gardens of the world. 
     Its history goes back to the turn of the last 
century, when the elegant gabled house, now 
known as Brenthurst, was built for Drummond 
Chaplin by Sir Herbert Baker. 
     The dramatic Cape Dutch gables are delicately 
balanced against a Gauteng kopje, and the house is 
now set amid a range of formal, informal and wild 
gardens.  
     The garden was redesigned by the doyenne of 
South African landscape architects Miss Joane Pim. 
She was commissioned by Harry and Bridget 
Oppenheimer in 1959 to redesign the garden. It 
remains to this day basically as she intended. 
     After the death of Harry Oppenheimer in 2000, 
Strilli Oppenheimer, his daughter in law, took over 
the responsibility for the garden together with Dawid 
Klopper; the new Head Gardener.  
     “Dawid personally took us  around as a specialist 
group with an interest in conservation,” says Janet 
Brodrick who organised the outing.  “He told us the 
estate has 40 hectares of ground serviced by 37 
gardeners. 
      “We walked up towards Brenthurst house 
enjoying various statues, and the development of 
indigenous plants. The clivias were glorious and 
there were some English bluebells. Dawid 
explained that as exotic trees and plants die off they 
are not replaced. 
“On the way to the recently developed Japanese 
Garden, we were shown where the original designer 
of the garden had designed 365 paths, one for each 
day of the year. The Japanese Tea House is placed 
to enjoy the view of the garden and lake and, 
interestingly, is designed on an African theme with a 
thatched roof.” 
      An entrance fee is charged to visit the 
Brenthurst gardens, all of which is donated to Little 

Eden Society for the Care of Persons with Mental 
Handicap. 
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The next meeting on 19 November at 19:30 is a 
real blockbuster.  Mark D. Anderson, Executive 
Director of BirdLife South Africa will tell of his vision 
of creating a purpose-built flamingo breeding island 
and how this led to South Africa’s only breeding 
locality for Lesser Flamingoes and just the fourth in 
Africa. 
     Mark’s talk and slide show is about the project’s 
successes, challenges and controversy. The project 
has been featured on Carte Blanche (twice) and 
50/50 (twice) and has received publicity in the 
international media. Mark has presented the talk in 
South Africa and overseas. 
     On 18 February, we look forward to hearing 
from Tim Neary, presenter of “The Nature Journal”, 
a Sappi initiative promoting sustainability of the 
Planet, People and Prosperity. Join Tim every 
Friday at 16:45 on 1485  AM Radio Today and 
Sunday’s between 06:00 and 07:00 on Radio 702 
and Cape Talk, as well as 
http://www.youtube.com/user/tagneary under the 
“Nature Journal”  www.sappi.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesser 
Flamingo 
photographed 
at Kamfers 
Dam at 
Kimberley by 
Mark 
Anderson 
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hree regular Tuesday walkers were treated to a 
wonderful sighting of a species never before 

seen in the Modderfontein Conservation Park on 
Tuesday 11 August.  “It just sat there inviting us to 
take a good, long, hard look,” said Robbie Vermont.  
“Its coat shone like silver and its streamlined form 
was like nothing we’d ever seen in this part of the 
world before,” added Ken England and John 
d'Aquino assured the Editor that it appeared 
suddenly and without warning. 
     The three formed the work party breakaway 
group on that Tuesday.  Their intention was to firm 
up the stepping stones they had constructed the 
previous week below the Dam 4 wall. As it 
happened, the water in the Modderspruit was 
running quickly and it was neither practical nor safe 
to tackle the planned task.  As the group was 
leaving the riverside to retrace their tracks along the 
embankment, they looked back and could not 
believe their eyes: there, in plain view was the long-
awaited Gautrain. 
     Was this the train’s first outing? was the first 
question; how did it manage to sneak up so quietly? 
was another.  Luckily, Ken had his trusty camera 
handy and managed to snap a couple of 
photographs of the train to prove that the group had 
actually seen it ‘in the flesh’ so to speak. 
     It’s likely that there will be more regular sightings 
of the train by the time this appears in your 
Newsletter, but for the three workers, it provided all 
the excitement that you’d expect from any “lifer”. 
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Over the past few months, a large male Reedbuck 
has been seen regularly in the woods or alongside 
the Modderspruit near Stone Bridge. 
     According to Heartland’s Leon Baben, this 
animal had been herded, along with others, into the 
Conservation Park’s game enclosure in an attempt 
to protect them from Gautrain workers and traffic 
along the road to Isidleke, but it had somehow 
managed to escape.  “Reedbuck are good jumpers 
and it seems most likely that he had simply jumped 
the fence,” says Leon. 
     “The Reedbuck’s natural habitat is close to water 
and they like shrubbery and undergrowth in which 
they can take cover,” he explains.  “As there’s little  
of this type of habitat within the game enclosure, it’s 
natural that the Reedbuck would try to gravitate 
back to the area they prefer and where they had 

been resident for some years.  We’ll be keeping a 
close watch on these animals until things settle” 
                                                   Photo: Ken England 
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A Reedbuck peers from between trees near the 
road to Dam 3.                             Photo: Lesley Rae 
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A bright yellow plastic rubber duck left over from last 
year’s Rotary Duck Derby was found during September 
some 3 km down river from the finishing post just below 
the wall of Dam 1. 
     Honorary Life Member Ken England found the 
duckling while clearing a trail alongside the Modderspruit 
between Otter and Crab Crossings. 
     The question arose: Was No 1035 the winning 
duckling which had somehow evaded the net at the 
finish line or had it taken refuge in a quiet backwater and 
continued its journey after everyone had gone home? 
     Ken gently dried the little bird, smoothed its ruffled 
feathers and delivered it none the worse for wear to 
ConSoc member Bill Blake for onward delivery to his 
son-in-law Ken Warburton who is past President of the 
Edenvale Rotary Club and has been involved in the 
organisation of the annual Duck Derby. 
     (The Duck Derby had to be cancelled this year due to 
the poor condition of the water in the Modderspruit 
however, Anthony Diepenbroek, CEO of Heartland has 
indicated that his company would welcome the 
opportunity to support the event in the future, if it should 
be approached. – Ed)  
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Stormy skies over Modder       Photo: Rob Vermont 
 
Just as Julie Wilcocks was talking about cumulus 
cloud formations and their role in rain generation, 
lightening flashed, thunder roared and the heavens 
opened.  The whole scenario could not have played 
out better had it been rehearsed. 
     The scene was the small hall in the 
Modderfontein Town Hall and Julie was giving an 
interesting, entertaining and thought provoking talk 
and slide show on “Weather prediction through the 
clouds”. 
     Some 40 folk attended the October talk and 
most agreed that they would never look at clouds in 
the same way again; Julie’s talk had given them a 
new insight into reading clouds and the weather 
patterns they portray 
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Tricia Llewellyn still has some of these 
very attractively embroidered 
Conservation Society badges available.  
They look good on your bush clothes, 
waistcoat, hat or jacket.  See Tricia 
at the next evening meeting.  The badges 
sell for just R25 each. 
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The gardens of the Lost City invoke a sense of 
wonder and amazement with the most frequently 
asked question being: how on earth did they do it? 
      How did Top Turf transform hectares of 
bushveld into an indigenous garden wonderland, 
situated in a millennia-old volcanic crater, not far 
from Rustenburg in the North West Province? 
     In August, Dave Kirkby, CEO of Top Turf, 
revealed a bushel of interesting facts about the 
amazing task that he and his team tackled in just 
two years in 1990 – ’92. 
      Among other things, the main plan called for 22 
different forests but you’d be hard pressed to see 
them now as they have been so carefully 
constructed that there are no obvious breaks in the 
continuity of the gardens. 
     Over 10 000 LARGE trees and no less than A 
MILLION plants and shrubs covering about 4 000 
varieties were planted.  These were initially supplied 
from Top Turf’s three giant nurseries, but it was 
found that it was necessary to have another on site.  
A new nursery and workshop were set up which 
supply up to 10 000 plants every month. 
     Most amazingly, five giant Baobab trees were 
planted, one of which was estimated to be about 
300 years old.  Another weighed in at 40 tons and 
was believed to be the biggest tree ever 
transplanted, anywhere. This was a massive and 
awesome operation which saw four of the five trees 
survive. 
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If you’ve changed your phone number or address, 
please remember to tell Membership Secretary 
Robbie Vermont about it.  We’d like to stay in touch, 
but can’t unless we know where you are. Also, if 
your membership status changes, please let us 
know. Membership categories are: 

• Individual 
• Family 
• Senior single (over 60) 
• Senior couple (over 60) 
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Contributions are welcome.  Please send to 
Robbie at the fax number or e-mail address in 
the committee list. 
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the 
Editor or the Modderfontein Conservation 
Society. 
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Your committee 

Name Portfolio Home phone Cell phone Office phone 

Ellen van Dongen Chairman 011-462-3067 082-813-9611 011-606-0843 

Pat van Nierop Vice Chair 011-882-4392 083-326-6838  

John Clark Tuesday walks 011-454-1801 082-509-9856  

Norman Doak Community Liaison 011-608-2537 082-447-9293  

Robbie Vermont Membership 011-608-2693 082-800-3704  

Patricia Llewellyn Treasurer 011-882-4114  082-497-9241  

Keith Martin Heritage 011-608-2864 082-450-4003  

Janet Brodrick Speaker liaison 011-453-3910 072-679-6461  

Brenda Bromfield  011-608-2659 082-553-2945  

Daryl Fuchs Technology  083 395 0778  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������� �	�
���� �� � � 	��
���	�� � 


������� � �
��
�������
����









(Issued 10.11.09)


January 

Saturday     9   07:00 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Thursday   21   19:30 Learn all about the Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve 

Sunday      24   07:00 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Tuesdays:  all  08:00 Walk in the Park with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contacts: Brenda Bromfield (H)011 608 2659 (C)082 553 2945 

February 

Saturday    13   07:00 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Thursday   18   19:30 Tim Neary – Conservationist & “Nature Journal” presenter 

Sunday     28   07:00 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Tuesdays:  all  08:00 Walk in the Park with John Clark 082-509-9856 

Contact Norman Doak on (H)011 608 2537 (C)082 447 9293 

March 

Saturday   13   07:30 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Thursday   18   19:30 AGM and members’ photographic presentation 

Sunday      28   07:30 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Tuesdays:  all  08:00 Walk in the Park with John Clark 082 509 9856 

Contact: Janet Brodrick (H)011 453 3910 (C)072 679 6461 



                                             
P.O. Box 159, Modderfontein, 1645           Tel. 011 606-0843                  Fax. 011 605-0843 

 
 

BUSH EDUCATION BY RIA MILBURN -  REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 

Come and learn more about interesting topics such as signs on the ground, signs in the sky, 
approaching animals, interpreting the weather, ecology etc. on  

 
Saturday, 5 December 2009 from about 08h00 to 16h00  

 
with a view to assisting the Society by accompanying walking groups into the 

Modderfontein Conservation Park. 
 

The venue will be in Modderfontein but will be confirmed once we have final numbers. 
 

The cost of the training programme is R50.00 per person and is available only to members 
of the Modderfontein Conservation Society.  Please submit registration forms as well as 
cash payment to any committee member by 20 November latest to confirm your place.  

 
 

SURNAME  

FIRST/PREFERRED 
NAME 

 

CELL PHONE NUMBER  

HOME NUMBER  

EMAIL ADDRESS  

ADDRESS 

 

 

I confirm that I am prepared to assist in leading walks in the Modderfontein 
Conservation Park. 

SIGNATURE 
 

 
 

Contact Ellen van Dongen (082 813 9611) or Pat van Nierop (011 882 4392) for any queries 
 


