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ith the prospect of new 
developments imminent, Chairman 

Ellen van Dongen gives a brief overview 
of recent changes and future opportunities: 
     It has been some time since I have 
given you an update on the status of 
legitimizing the Modderfontein 
Conservation Park.  The subdivision which 
was applied for early in 2008 has been 
approved and the 275 hectares has been 
declared “Private Open Space”.  This 
means that the Park is now legally secure. 
     Since end 2008 the Society has held a 
number of meetings with AECI and 
Heartland regarding the work to be done to 
bring the original vision of the Park to life.  
These meetings have resulted in the 
appointment of a project manager who will 
manage the implementation of 
programmes to improve the Park such as 
erect boundary fencing, manage invasive 
trees, plant indigenous trees and lay out 
new walking trails etc. 
     This is going to be an exciting time and 
will finally see, after 18 years of hard work 
and negotiation,  the coming to fruition of 
one of the objectives of the Society : To 
have a legally secure, functional and 
sustainable conservation area in place.   
     The hard work will really start now.  
The Society, Heartland and AEL will be 
working together to finalise a conceptual 
framework document that will guide the  
development and management of the Park 
over the next three years or so. 
     Opportunity: Your Committee will 
be very involved in the Park development 
programme, but we will still need to  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
offer a service to our members in the 
provision of walks and to promote the 
Park.  It is essential that we have a team of 
people who are trained and authorised to 
lead these walks.  The Committee cannot 
do this alone and so we are appealing to 
members to assist.  If you are committed to 
the Society and are keen to become a walk 
leader please give your name to any one of 
the Committee members by 14 August 
2009.  An interesting one day training 
programme is being designed by the 
Committee to equip new leaders with the 
skills to provide our members and visitors 
with an interesting and rejuvenating 
experience into the Park.   
 
Ellen van Dongen 
Chairman 
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The main stakeholders in the 
Modderfontein Conservation Park – 

your Society, African Explosives 
Limited (AEL) and Heartland – are 

due to meet later this month to 
begin discussions surrounding the 

future of the Park as well as a 
conceptual framework for its 

development and management. 
Watch this space! 
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fter two years of heritage themes, 
your committee 

decided that for 
2010 it would 
produce a 
calendar 
featuring  “The 
little four” – four of 
the smaller creatures found in 
the Modderfontein Conservation Park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The four chosen were: a springbok, a 

black-backed Jackal, a 
locust and a 

brilliant red 
dragonfly. 
 

Photos 
John Cumbias of 

the Edenvale 
Photographic Club provided the 

exceptional photographs for the calendar.  
Dave Gordon, a member of your Society 
and a committee member of the EPC 
facilitated the co-operation between the 
clubs and co-ordinated the joint effort.  
     The calendar will be on sale at the 
Modderfontein Post Office in time to catch 
surface mail if you want to send copies 
overseas.  Look out for it and remember, 
post early for Christmas.����
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Your committee is looking at the feasibility of sending out alerts and reminders 
about Society activities by SMS to members’ cell phones.  This is probably the 
quickest and most effective way of advising people of breaking news or special 
items of immediate interest and, let’s face it, just about everyone has a cell phone 
these days.  
 
We are missing numbers for several members.  These are: 
Mary Andre; Walter & Sandie Baumgartner; Kelvin Clark; Maureen & Alex 
Couling; John Dalton; John d'Aquino; Crombie Davidson; Ferdi & Elizabeth De 
Aguiar; Ken De Goveia; Gordon Fraser; Maureen & Joe Greenan; Eunice Harris; 
Roland Heap; Eddie Hoppé; the Joy family; Karl Köhler; Klaus & Renate Krüger; 
Dee Krull; Rhona & James Langlands; Myra & Derek Lockwood; Fred Lomax, 
Tom & Trish Maisey; Jim & Joan McLuskie; Rosemary Nixon; Lincoln & Claire 
Partridge; Noel & Audrey Peverett; Noreen Pitt; Rod Prior; Ann Raats; Phillipp 
Rossol; Umberto Sinatra; Grace Smith; Cindy Smith; Alan Sugden; George & 
Mary Taylor. 
 
Please let us know whether you have a cell phone or not and, if you have, please 
tell us the number.  Call Robbie on 011 608 2693 or 082 800 3704. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ne Tuesday in May Ken England, 
John d’Aquino and Leslie Rae broke 

away from the main group of mid-week 
walkers as they thought they would 
investigate a fire which had raged in the 
Conservation Park the day before, and see 
if there were some birds about. 
     They got more than they had bargained 
for.  First, they caught sight of a little Grey 
Duiker which posed for them.  “I took a 
photograph,” says Ken.  “We then moved 
closer and I took another shot.  The animal 
seemed unconcerned and as we moved 
slowly forward to get a bit closer, my 
phone rang and the beast disappeared into 
the long grass.  Now, anyone who has 
walked with me over the past several years 
knows that my phone NEVER rings on a 
Tuesday morning.  I can’t imagine how my 
caller knew the most inconvenient time on 
this occasion!” 
     During their walk, the three of them 
saw a wonderful range of Herons.  “We 
saw a Grey Heron, a Goliath Heron, a 
Purple Heron, a Grey Heron, a Black-
headed Heron and even a Green-backed 
Heron,” says John.  “We thought this was 
a real treat.  Then we added a Spoonbill to 
our list and that was really the cherry on 
the top.” 
     Returning to Dam 3, the three were in 
the process of opening the pedestrian gate 
to the game camp when they became 
aware of a dull rumble coming from 
somewhere behind them.  On looking 
round they were startled, amazed and 
surprised to be confronted with a herd of 
some 20 or more Black Wildebeest 
thundering towards them.  “I had my  
hands wrapped round a fence post 
unlocking the chain securing the  
 
 

 
Inquisitive Grey Duiker                  Ken England 
 
gate when this phenomenon occurred,” 
explains Ken.  “In my hurry to get my 
camera out, I managed to get entangled in 
the fencing wire and did the splits in my 
efforts to see the goings on.  Needless to 
say, I did not get the shot, but the animals 
made a right-angle turn just before 
careening into us (and the fence).  This had 
the effect of showering us with dust, gravel 
and assorted bits of vegetation.  Never in 
the history of the Conservation Park have 
three pairs of very wide eyes seen such a 
sight before.  It was fantastic!” 
 
 Like Ken added – “What a walk!” 
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The decline of 
bees and other 
insects is to be 
investigated in a £10- 
million initiative 
announced by the British Government, the 
Weekly Telegraph reported recently.  The 
number of bees in Britain fell by 15 per 
cent over the past two years.  Bees are 
essential in food production to pollinate 
fruit and vegetables and without them the 
world could face the prospect of imminent 
starvation.  That’s a fact, folks. 
     Our South African bee population 
appears to be following a similar trend and 
when the last bee dies, so do we. 
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A walk around some of the historical areas 
of Modderfontein Village will be one of 
the highlights of the Heritage Day events 
to be held there on Thursday 24 
September. 
     Robbie Vermont will conduct two of 
his Fact & Fable urban ambles round the 
village on the day.  For the early risers, 
there’ll be a walk at 08:00 followed by a 
second walk at 10:30.  Both walks will 
begin at The Dynamite Company Museum 
at 2 Main Street, Modderfontein (just two 
doors from 33 High Street Restaurant). 
     In addition to the walks, the museum 
will be open during the morning.  This will 
give visitors the opportunity to see why 
Modderfontein was called “A Power for 
Prosperity” in the area and how it 
contributed to the wealth and development 
of the country as a whole.  Other aspects of 
AECI’s operations are also showcased in 
the museum.  The original factory 
manager’s house – Franz Hoenig Haus, 
built in 1895 – will also be open. 
     According to Robbie, the walks are so 
popular, that booking is essential.  The 
cost is R20.00 a head and they last about 
one and a half to two hours.  He advises 
walkers to wear comfortable shoes, hats 
and to bring something to drink if they feel 
they will need it.  For booking call him at 
011 608 2693 or 082 800 3704. 
 
Pine tree picnic 
In addition to the walks, residents of 
Modderfontein are planning a picnic in the 
pines which may soon be lost to a new 
shopping centre.  The pines are situated 
between Johannesburg Road and Queens 
Road and form a magical backdrop to the 
picturesque little church of St Frances in 
the Wood.  Although the trees are not 
indigenous, this magnificently treed area 
has been described by the Gauteng 
Heritage Council as a distinct heritage 
feature of Modderfontein. 
 
 

     The church and the Lakeside Village  
 
The church and the Lakeside Village 
Homeowners Association have come to 
the party.  The church will have a range of 
cakes and cool drinks on sale, as well as 
tea and coffee while the LVHOA is 
planning a number of activities, including 
a park clean-up before the picnic.  
     The event is not restricted to local 
residents and anyone who is concerned 
about the possible loss of the trees is 
welcome to bring their picnic basket along 
and join in.  For more information call 
Keith Martin on 011 608 2864, 011 652 
2083 or 082 450 4003. 
     This Heritage Day at Modderfontein 
will underline some aspects of the rich 
historical tapestry that forms the 
foundation of this lovely village. 
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If you’ve changed your phone number or 
address, please remember to tell 
Membership Secretary Robbie Vermont 
about it.  We’d like to stay in touch, but 
can’t unless we know where you are. Also, 
if your membership status changes, please 
let us know. Membership categories are: 

• Individual 
• Family 
• Senior single (over 60) 
• Senior couple (over 60) 
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Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in 
this newsletter are not necessarily those 
of the Editor or the Modderfontein 
Conservation Society 
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(Issued 10.7.09)

Saturday     8   08:00 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Thursday   20   Top Turf’s Dave Kirkby: “Creating the Lost City Gardens” 

Sunday      30   08:00 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Tuesdays:  All  08:30 Walk in the Park with John Clark 082-509-9856 

August 

Contacts: Walks – Janet 072-679-6461,  Talk: Robbie 082-800-3704 

Saturday    12   07:30 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Thursday   17   19:30 Joanna Behrens & Ian Robertson: Modder’s Italian Connection 

Thursday   24  Modder Heritage Walk – Robbie Vermont on 082 800 3704 

Sunday     27   07:30 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Tuesdays:  All  08:00 Walk in the Park with John Clark 082-509-9856 

September 

Contact Norman Doak on (H)011-608-2537 (C)082-447-9293 

Saturday   10   07:30 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Thursday   22   19:30 Clouds – a talk by Julie Wilcox 

Sunday      25   07:30 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Tuesdays:  All  08:00 Walk in the Park with John Clark 082-509-9856 

October 

Contact: Ellen van Dongen (H)011-462-3067 (C)082-813-9611 

Saturday    7   07:00 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Thursday  19   19:30 Mark Anderson, Director BirdLife SA: Kimberley’s Pink Gems 

Sunday      22   07:00 Walk in the Conservation Park 

Tuesdays:  All  08:00 Walk in the Park with John Clark 082-509-9856 

November 

Contact: Janet Brodrick (H)011-453-3910 (C)072-679-6461 
Friday    4    18:00 End of year walk & braai 
The walk starts at 16:30.  The fires are lit at 18:00.  Come when you can and 
bring your own food, drink, cutlery, crockery and something to sit on 
Tuesdays:  All  08:00 Walk in the Park with John Clark 082-509-9856 

December 

Contact: Any committee member 
 
Your committee 
Name Portfolio Home phone Cell phone Office phone 

Ellen van Dongen Chairman 011-462-3067 082-813-9611 011-606-0843 

Pat van Nierop Vice Chair 011-882-4392 083-326-6838  

John Clark Tuesday walks 011-454-1801 082-509-9856  

Norman Doak Community Liaison 011-608-2537 082-447-9293  

Robbie Vermont Membership 011-608-2693 082-800-3704  

Patricia Llewellyn Treasurer 011-882-4114  082-497-9241  

Keith Martin Heritage 011-608-2864 082-450-4003  

Janet Brodrick Speaker liaison 011-453-3910 072-679-6461  

Brenda Bromfield  011-608-2659 082-553-2945  

Daryl Fuchs   083 395 0778  
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